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MANILA – With 94.23% of 
precincts already accounted for, 
Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos 
Jr., the only son and namesake 
of the late Philippine dictator, is 
the presumptive winner of the 
2022 presidential elections in the 
Philippines.

It is a historic win nearly four 
decades after Filipinos booted out 
his family out of power, ending a 
well-oiled campaign that sought 
to bury the past, rally for unity, 

Forty-seven years from the 
fall of Saigon on “Black April,” 
Vietnamese Americans still 
believe their native homeland of 
South Vietnam can still rise from 
the ashes and heal the scars of war 
that ended with the victory of the 
communist regime in Hanoi on 
April 30, 1975.

In a four-hour long program 
commemorating the Fall of 

WASHINGTON - The United 
States and top allies will ban 
the import of Russian oil and 
impose a new round of sanctions, 
world leaders said Sunday.

The moves, announced after 
a virtual meeting with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, 
are meant to further pressure 
Russia to end its war with Ukraine, 
which started Feb. 24. Only the 
U.S. had committed previously 
to a ban on importing Russian oil. 

WA S H I N G TO N  -  T h e 
Democra t i c - l ed  House  o f 
Representatives voted 368-57 on 
Tuesday evening to pass a roughly 
$40-billion bill to deliver aid to 
Ukraine as it continues to face 
Russia’s brutal assault. 

All 57 votes in opposition were 
from Republicans.

The measure will next need to 
be passed by the Senate before it 
can go to President Joe Biden to 
be signed into law.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said earlier in the day 
on Tuesday that after the House 
approved the package, the Senate 
“will move swiftly” to get the 
measure passed and sent to 
Biden’s desk.

Aid to Ukraine has been a 
rare bright spot of bipartisanship 
on Capitol Hill with Democrats 

WASHINGTON  — The 
Senate is set to vote Wednesday 
on advancing a Democratic-led 
bill that would enshrine broad 
protections for legal abortion 
nationwide, a move triggered 
by a leaked Supreme Court draft 
opinion that indicates Roe v. Wade 
will likely be overturned.

The vote on the Women’s 
Health Protection Act, which has 
passed the House, is all but certain 
to fail, with just 49 senators 
expected to support the measure, 
below the 60-vote requirement 
to defeat a Republican filibuster.

Democratic leaders see the 
vote as an opportunity to stir 
up their base ahead of midterm 
elections in November in which 
their party faces stiff headwinds, 
from President Joe Biden’s 
negative approval ratings to 

WASHINGTON  — The 
United States will soon announce 
plans to better battle illegal fishing 
in the Pacific, U.S Indo-Pacific 
coordinator Kurt Campbell said 
on Monday, as part of increased 
U.S. engagement with the region 
to counter China’s growing 
influence.

Several countries in the Indo-
Pacific region chafe at China’s 
vast fishing fleet. They say 
its vessels often violate their 
exclusive economic zones and 
cause environmental damage and 
economic losses.

 “One of the biggest challenges 
in the Pacific is in fact illegal 
fishing,” Campbell told a forum at 
Washington’s Center for Strategic 
and International Studies, when 
asked about growing cooperation 
between China and the Solomon 
Islands, a long-time traditional 
partner of the United States.

“We believe that in the next 
couple of weeks we are going 
to, through various institutions, 
announce  a  ma jo r  s e t  o f 
capabilities designed to improve 
maritime-domain awareness,” 

36 years after ousting Marcos,
Filipinos elect son as president
Marcos-Duterte tandem
headed to landslide win

Presumptive President Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos lays a 
wreath on the tomb of his father at the Libingan ng mga Bayani 
as his lead in the Philippine presidential race widened.

Vietnamese-American community leaders at the commemoration of the Fall of Saigon in Garden 
Grove, California.

Vietnamese-Americans push for
self-determination in homeland

G-7 to ban Russian oil, add new sanctions

US to help
battle illegal

fishing in
the Pacific

Senate to
pass US-wide
abortion bill

House votes
to send $40B

aid to Ukraine

and evade scrutiny.
As of 4:41 am on Tuesday, 

May 10, partial and unofficial 
results from the Commission 
on Elections’ transparency 
server  showed Marcos  J r. 
with 30,015,540 votes so far, 
representing 58.86% of total 
votes reported for all presidential 
candidates.

The 64-year-old Marcos Jr. is 
set to become the 17th president 

(See PHILIPPINES, Page 6) 

Following the G-7’s virtual 
meeting with Zelenskyy, the 
leaders’ released a statement 
condemning Russia’s actions and 
underscoring their commitment to 
helping Ukraine.

“ To d a y,  w e ,  t h e  G - 7 , 
reassured President Zelenskyy 
of our continued readiness to 
undertake further commitments 
to help Ukraine secure its free 
and democratic future, such that 
Ukraine can defend itself now and 

deter future acts of aggression,” 
the leaders said.

The announcement comes 
hours after first lady Jill Biden 
traveled to Ukraine to meet with 
Olena Zelenska, the first lady of 
Ukraine.

E a r l i e r ,  t h e  E u r o p e a n 
Commission set forth a package of 
sanctions against Russia over the 
war in Ukraine, which includes a 
plan to phase out all crude oil and 
oil products by the end of the year. 

The oil embargo plan was 
announced this week as part of 
the European Union’s sanctions 
against Russia for its invasion of 
Ukraine.

The oil embargo plan may still 
be amended to give more time 
to countries such as Hungary 
to adjust,  according to the 
Commission, but EU officials 
insist sanctions are coming. 

Europe first targeted Russia’s 
(See SANCTIONS, Page 7)(See PACIFIC, Page 7)

(See SENATE, Page 7)

Saigon, Vietnamese American 
leaders in Orange County took 
turns in extolling the “heroism of 
our veterans in the fight to preserve 
freedom of the Vietnamese people 
in South Vietnam.”

“We will continue the fight 
for self-determination of the 
Vietnamese people so that those 

who fought in the war for freedom 
in our homeland will not be in 
vain,” said Dr. Ha The Ruyet, 
who spoke on the role of national 
political parties and the rights of 
self-determination of Vietnamese 
people.

The program was also attended 
by a number of US veterans who 
saw action in the Vietnam war 

By Noel T. Castorillo

(See VIETNAM, Page 3) (See HOUSE, Page 14)
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who expressed their full support 
in the struggle for freedom and 
restoration of democracy in South 
Vietnam.

Organizers of the yearly 
event used online technology 
to hear expressions of support 
from various state and national 
elective officials in the push for 
restoration of democracy and open 
elections in North, Central and 
South Vietnam.

“We are always behind you 
and will continue to support 
your fight for freedom and self 
determination for the Vietnamese 
people in your homeland,” said 
Rep. Lou Correa, who spoke via 

Zoom from the Capitol Building 
in Washington, D.C.

“We are behind you all the 
way,” Correa added to the 
thunderous applause of the largely 
senior Vietnamese Americans 
who watched and listened to his 
aired speech on the wide screen 
television inside the banquet hall.

Earlier, California State Rep. 
Alan Lowenthal, also extolled 
the leaders of the Vietnamese 
American community and the 
US and Vietnamese veterans who 
fought side by side in the war.  

“What you fought for will 
not, and should not be in vain,” 
he said.

United Nations representative 

Francisco Zaero also assured the 
community leaders that he will 
continue to advocate on the call 
for an open elections, which many 
of the leaders present in the event 
hinted to take place in 2025, a half 
century after the fall of Saigon.

“We are optimistic about this 
call for open elections,” said 
Tony Nguyen, president of the 
Global Community Foundation, 
who is an active advocate on the 
pursuit of self-determination of 
the Vietnamese people.

“After almost five decades 
from the fall of Saigon now more 
than ever, we will not stop in our 
pursuit of freedom for our native 
Vietnam,” Nguyen added.

(From Page 1)
VIETNAM: Calls made for open elections 

WASHINGTON — President 
Joe Biden will host leaders of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
nations in Washington next month 
for a summit, the White House 
said Saturday.

The May 12-13 gathering is 
meant to demonstrate the United 
States’ commitment to being 
a partner with countries in the 
region.

The White House previously 
had announced that the summit 
would be held March 28-29, 
but the regional grouping of 
countries known as ASEAN 
sought a postponement due to 
scheduling concerns among some 
of its members.

The summit will commemorate 
45 years of relations between the 
U.S. and the ASEAN nations. 
The gathering follows Biden’s 
participation in an October 2021 
summit where he announced $102 
million in new initiatives to help 
these countries with COVID-19 

Biden hosts US-ASEAN summit May 12-13

US President Joe Biden

and health security, climate 
change, economic growth and 
gender equality.

“It is a top priority for the 
Biden-Harris Administration to 
serve as a strong, reliable partner 
in Southeast Asia,” White House 
press secretary Jen Psaki said 
Saturday in a statement. “Our 
shared aspirations for the region 
will continue to underpin our 
common commitment to advance 
an Indo-Pacific that is free and 
open, secure, connected, and 
resilient.”

ASEAN’s 10 members are 
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam.

Its members have been at odds 
with each other over Myanmar, 
which has been wracked by 
violent unrest since the army 
ousted the elected government of 
Aung San Suu Kyi in February 
last year.

A S E A N  i s  s e e k i n g  t o 
implement a five-point plan for 
Myanmar it reached last year 
stressing dialogue, humanitarian 
assistance and an end to violence. 
But Myanmar’s ruling military 
council has delayed the plan’s 

implementation even as the 
country has slipped into a situation 
that some U.N. experts have 
described as civil war.

Myanmar’s lack of cooperation 
led ASEAN last year to bar its 
leader, Senior Gen. Min Aung 

Hlaing, from attending its annual 
summit meeting, an unprecedented 
step for the body whose members 
traditionally have avoided public 
criticism of each other and have 
operated by consensus.

It has applied a similar policy 
for subsequent meetings, saying 
that it would allow Myanmar 
to send only non-poli t ical 
representatives.

Biden hosted Singapore’s 
prime minister, Lee Hsien Loong, 
for talks last month in which the 
president tried to assure Singapore 
and other Pacific allies that the 
administration remains focused 
on the region even while working 
with Europe and other allies to 
end Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

Biden’s virtual summit with ASEAN leaders in October 2021.
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WASHINGTON  -  If the 
Supreme Court were to overturn 
Roe v. Wade, the landmark 1973 
ruling that legalized abortion 
nationwide, tens of millions of 
Americans would live in states 
where abortion would be outright 
banned or severely restricted.

According to tracking by the 
Guttmacher Institute, a think 
tank that supports abortion rights, 
26 states are certain or likely to 
ban abortion if the draft opinion 
published by Politico on Monday 
evening ends up being the court’s 
final ruling.

The bans could come from 
different avenues: Some states 
have automatic triggers that 
would ban abortion if Roe were 
overturned, some states have 
pre-Roe laws that are still on 
the books, some have six-week 
bans (meaning the procedure 
would become illegal for many 
women before they even know 
they’re pregnant) currently held 
up in court and some states have 
governments likely to pass anti-
abortion measures. A number of 
states have more than one of these 
measures.

Some of the trigger laws have 
been in effect for over a decade, 
but others were passed during 
former President Donald Trump’s 
time in office as he appointed 
justices that Republicans in those 
states expected would overturn 
Roe. Okinawa only passed its 
trigger law in 2021. The states 
with existing trigger laws are 
Arkansas, Idaho, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, 
North Dakota, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah 
and Wyoming.

Many of these do not provide 
exceptions for pregnancies that 

IF ASKED  to name the 
greatest threat facing Europe 
today, the continent’s leaders 
would probably point to Russia’s 
invas ion  of  Ukra ine .  The 
war has completely upended 
Eiropean poli t ics ,  sending 
millions of Ukrainian refugees 
into neighboring European 
Union countries and putting 
states nearest to Russia on high 
alert. Disagreements over further 
sanctions on Moscow following 
the Russian military’s atrocities in 
Bucha have begun to expose the 
cracks in Europe’s fragile unity.

But another, more insidious, 
threat can be found within the 
EU’s own borders, one that it only 
now truly appears to be waking 
up to.

Last week, Hungarian Prime 
Minister Viktor Orbán was 
reelected, securing not only 
four more years in power but a 
two-thirds supermajority, thus 
enabling his ruling party, Fidesz, 
to unilaterally amend the country’s 
constitution. For years, he has 
overseen the steady destruction 
of his country’s democracy, 
transforming Hungary into what 
some scholars refer to as a “soft” 
or “competitive” autocracy, in 
which elections are held but the 
opposition’s ability to compete 
in them is severely undermined. 
Orbán’s influence over Hungary’s 
institutions, coupled with his 
control over state coffers and 

How Roe v. Wade being overturned
could trigger abortion bans across US

Anti-abortion activists surround a man wearing a Planned Parent-
hood shirt at a rally in front of the Supreme Court on Tuesday.

are a result of rape or incest. 
Nearly all of the laws are enforced 
by prosecuting the medical 
professionals who provide the 
abortion.

The states that have pre-
Roe laws banning abortion that 
would come back into effect are 
Alabama, Arizona, Michigan, 
West Virginia and Wisconsin. Last 
month, Michigan’s Democratic 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer filed suit 
in an attempt to overturn the 1931 
law banning abortion. Under that 
legislation, exceptions are made 
for the health of the mother but 
not for rape or incest.

“No matter what happens to 
Roe, I am going to fight like hell 
and use all the tools I have as 
governor to ensure reproductive 
freedom is protected,” Whitmer 
said in April. “Today in court, I 
represent all those who deserve 
the freedom to choose their 
own future. That’s a fight worth 
having.”

Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers, 
also a Democrat, pushed a bill 
earlier this year to repeal a 
nearly two-centuries-old ban, 

but it had little chance of passing 
the  Republ ican-cont ro l led 
Legislature. Evers had vetoed a 
number of Republican-passed 
anti-abortion measures in late 
2021.

“Governor Evers made his 
position clear today that a life not 
wanted is a life worth wasting,” 
Assembly Majority Leader Jim 
Steineke, a Republican, said in a 
statement following the vetoes.

Georgia, Iowa, Ohio and South 
Carolina would all have six-week 
bans go into effect. Texas is the 
only state with a six-week ban, 
enacted last year and allowed to 
stand by both state and federal 
courts. Idaho passed a similar law 
this spring, but it is currently being 
held up in court. The Guttmacher 
Institute predicts that four other 
states with Republican-controlled 
state governments — Florida, 
Indiana, Montana and Nebraska 
— would likely pass laws further 
limiting abortion access should 
Roe be overturned.

Sixteen states and the District 
of Columbia have passed laws 

(See ABORTION, Page 7)

The other threat to Europe democracy
By Yasmeen Serhan

The Atlantic

Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban

the airwaves, has made elections 
ostensibly free but far from fair. 
Such was the implicit verdict of 
a team of election observers from 
the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, which 
concluded that the Hungarian 
contest was “marred by the 
absence of a level playing field.” 
Including a lack of transparency 
about campaign finances and 
pro-Fidesz bias in the Hungarian 
media, “all of the issues that 
we raised this time around were 
raised in previous reports as well,” 
Jill Stirk, a former Canadian 
ambassador leading the OSCE 
mission in Hungary, told me. 
Perhaps the most pervasive 
issue was the overlap between 
government information and 
campaign messaging. “Whether 
it was on the war in Ukraine or 
on economic issues,” Stirk said, 

“in some instances, it was really 
hard to know who exactly was 
speaking.”

For all the attention being 
paid to the autocratic threat from 
Russia, the European Union seems 
belatedly to be coming to the 
realization that autocrats among 
its ranks are just as great a risk. 
Last week the EU announced that 
it would, for the first time ever, 
apply new powers enabling it to 
withhold funds from countries that 
fail to meet the bloc’s democratic 
standards—a move that could cost 
Budapest tens of billions of euros.

That this decision should come 
amid the war in Ukraine is an 
encouraging sign that perhaps 
Europe’s leaders have finally 
recognized the importance of 
tackling threats to democracy both 
within and beyond the bloc. But 

(See EUROPE, Page 7)
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OUR WORLD is in turmoil.   The Russian war in Ukraine 
still continues destroying lives and properties. It is now on its 
third month and no immediate end in sight, forcing millions 
of Ukrainians to flee and become refugees in friendlier 
nations!  This war is causing untold pains and sufferings of so 
many innocent people, children women and all!  

The United States also continues to have deep partisan 
divide that is unknown for many decades.  The left and the 
right spectrums have never been divided this deep and wide 
in many issues of our society especially in the last election 
that culminated in the Jan. 6 insurrection.  It seems that this 
generation has forgotten the admonition of our beloved “the 
Camelot” president John F. Kennedy when he challenged his 
fellow Americans  “Ask not what you country can do for you, 
rather, ask what you can do for your country!”   

Other countries also have their share of domestic problems.
The Vietnamese people since the Fall of Saigon in 1975 

continue to live in an un-free world that prevents millions from 
living their fullest potential as human beings simply because 
the Communist government controls everything.  The leaders 
are keen to suppress all activities that will allow them to attain 
freedom and democracy.  In the Philippines, Filipinos this 
week elected the only son of Dictator Ferdinand Marcos as the 
next president.  The unexpected landslide Marcos victory has 
raised serious allegations that the election results may have 
been manipulated by SmartMatic (the computer company that 
provided the technology and the computer hardware/software 
that were used).

Serious issues like these are better discussed seriously, 
openly and intelligently in GLOBAL FORUMS like this 
newspaper, in addition to online news that can be read in our 
phones.  However, the founders-publishers of this paper believe 
that a newspaper still possesses great potential to engender 
serious discussions and intelligent debates of issues important 
to all citizens. Informed citizenry is a great defense against 
any   dictator or authoritarian government.  For millions of 
readers, perusing a newspaper is like eating and enjoying a 
nice meal in a good restaurant leisurely with friends,  unlike 
eating fast foods while on the run.  Reading a newspaper fosters 
deeper and more serious thinking.

The publishers of the Global Forums newspaper believe 
that.  Furthermore, we at Global Forums will work hard to 
accomplish our  vision of  “ H. O. P. E. ”   -  Helping Other 
Peoples Empowered -  in their own lives   or businesses, locally 
and  internationally.  Through our global reach, we will  act 
as the bridge or ambassadors between and among people in 
all   communities  and nations.

There is no reason to have cut-throat competition or bloody 
resolution of human conflicts because in the final analysis, 
there is only one race on this planet,  the HUMAN RACE!    We 
affirm that the brotherhood of men transcends the sovereignty 
of nations, Hence, we believe and want all people to be world 
citizens of one planet.  Very ideal situation and the journey is 
long and difficult, but it is a dream worth pursuing no matter 
how long it takes to achieve it.

The ra’ison  d’être   of this venture to publish Global Forums 
newspaper  is to foster  FREEDOM and free enterprise  to 
achieve true PEACE  with JUSTICE that is often lacking in our 
world.   With the support of you, our readers, and fellow world 
citizens,  we will succeed.   If we do succeed, you too will succeed 
in your aspirations as citizen of this one planet we call home! 

To achieve this lofty dream, we ask for your support and 
prayers!

Why we are publishing
the Global Forums

By Ernie Delfin
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(Richard Heydarian is an 
As ia-based academic  and 
columnist. He is author of “The 
Indo-Pacific: Trump, China and 
the New Struggle for Global 
Mastery.”)

RUSSIA’S ATTACK  on 
Ukraine has galvanized the trans-
Atlantic alliance unlike anything 
since the end of World War II.

After decades of strategic 
dithering and moral atrophy, 
the  North Atlant ic  Treaty 
Organization (NATO) is now 
filled with a renewed sense of 
purpose and destiny. In stark 
contrast, Russia’s ostensible 
allies, most especially China, 
have displayed ambivalence, if 
not deep anxiety, about Moscow’s 
next move.

While the U.S. and its allies 
are now well placed to severely 
punish Russia, efforts will also 
be needed to deter similar actions 
by China.

In 1989, American political 
scientist Francis Fukuyama 
argued “The End of History?” 
that the collapse of the Soviet 
empire made Western-style 
liberal democracy the final 

SPEAKING in Beijing’s Great 
Hall of the People during his 
first state visit to China in 2016, 
Philippine President Rodrigo 
Duterte heralded a bold new era 
in his country’s foreign policy: 
“America has lost now,” he said. 
“I’ve realigned myself in your 
ideological flow.”

While Duterte later clarified 
that he was not planning to sever 
ties with the United States -- 
a treaty ally and longstanding 
diplomatic partner -- he continued 
to threaten to downgrade the 
relationship while pivoting to 
China, despite a simmering 
territorial dispute with Beijing.

Now, with the election to 
decide Duterte’s successor days 
away, analysts say there is an 
opportunity for a reset of the 
Philippines’ relationships with 
both major powers -- and its 
outcome could shift the balance 
of power in Asia.

How that shapes up may come 
down to the aims of current 
presidential frontrunner Ferdinand 
Marcos Jr. -- the son and namesake 
of the Philippines’ late deposed 
dictator -- who is widely seen as 
more friendly to China than his 
nearest rival Leni Robredo, the 
sitting vice president.

Who Filipinos pick when they 
cast their votes on Monday, will 
have ramifications far beyond the 
country’s borders.

For the US, close ties with the 
Philippines, including American 
troop rotations there under a two-
decade-old agreement, are critical 
to its strategy in the region, where 
Washington seeks to counter 
Beijing’s growing footprint.

The Philippines has been on 
the front line of those Chinese 
ambitions in the South China 
Sea, with Manila in recent years 

VLADIMIR PUTIN warned 
there would be “lightning-fast” 
retaliation “if someone intends 
to intervene in the ongoing events 
from the outside, and create 
strategic threats for Russia that 
are unacceptable to us.”  He 
also said, “We have all the tools 
[nuclear weapons] for this, things 
no one else can boast of having 
now.  And we will not boast, we 
will use them if necessary. And 
I want everyone to know that.”  
Does that seem like a mad man 
talking?  Does he know that once 
he uses nuclear weapons, it would 
trigger World War III?

Well, for over a month now, 
the U.S. and her allies have been 
sending weapons to Ukraine to 
be used by the Ukrainian armed 
forces in fighting the Russian 
aggressors.   For one thing, the 
U.S. had been sending all kinds 
of weapons – Javelins, Stingers, 
howitzers, and “kamikaze” 
switchblades -- to Ukraine to 
fight Russian invaders.  With 
more than $4 billion in security 
assistance already pledged with a 
focus on heavy artillery, President 
Joe Biden unveiled a massive new 
aid package that includes $20.4 
billion in military and security aid 
to Ukraine.   He said the U.S. has 
the capacity to send Ukraine aid 
“for a long time.”  Biden also sent 

China remains primary threat to US hegemony

Wang Yi delivers a keynote speech at the Munich Security Conference via video link from Beijing 
on Feb. 19: China signaled its ambivalence.

Western alliance should
expand support to Taiwan

By Richard Heydarian
torchbearer of historical progress. 
For Fukuyama, the primary danger 
facing the West would henceforth 
be “[b]oredom with peace and 
prosperity.”

N o t  s o ,  c o u n t e r s  r i v a l 
U.S. political scientist John 
Mearsheimer, who believes 
the idea that China and Russia 
were destined to embrace liberal 
democracy has been one of 
history’s great delusions.

Arguing that the collapse of the 
Soviet Union was the “greatest 
tragedy” of the past century, 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin has leveraged his country’s 
massive oil and gas reserves to 
avenge this perceived humiliation.

From Russia’s invasion of 
Georgia in 2008 to its annexation 
of Crimea in 2014, as well as 
recent interventions against 
democratic protests in Belarus 
and Kazakhstan, Putin has shown 
a desire to reassert Moscow’s 
influence by all means necessary.

B y  e m b r a c i n g  a  P a n -
Slavic  ideology,  as  Serhi i 
Plokhy, professor of Ukrainian 
history at Harvard University, has 
argued, Putin has made Ukraine 

“the first testing ground” for 
an expansionary project with 
potentially dire consequences for 
Europe.

But  ins tead of  ca jol ing 
the West into offering major 
concessions and bludgeoning 
Ukra ine  in to  submiss ion , 
Putin’s gambit seems to have 
backfired big time.

At the Munich Securi ty 
Conference last week, Western 
leaders such as Germany’s new 
chancellor Olaf Scholz, who faced 
criticism for supposedly soft-
pedaling on Russia, emphasized 
the need for NATO “to muster the 
capabilities” to act.

Not only has Berlin suspended 

the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline 
project -- a cornerstone of German-
Russian energy cooperation in 
recent years -- but as soon as 
Russia launched its invasion, 
the U.S. and other key allies 
immediately imposed harsh 
sanctions that could not only 
impact Russia’s economy but 
alienate Putin from his supporters.

Just  as  the West  closed 
ranks and Kyiv held its ground, 
China signaled its ambivalence. 
During his virtual address to 
the Munich Security Conferee, 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi underscored the sanctity 
of territorial integrity and the 
sovereignty of modern nation-

states, pointedly clarifying that 
“Ukraine is no exception.”

Far from offering categorical 
support for Russia’s attack, 
Beijing called upon “all parties to 
be restrained and to recognize the 
universal importance of security 
for all” in order to “de-escalate 
tensions through dialogues.”

Russia’s actions were “a 
slap in the face” for Beijing, 
noted Shanghai-based defense 
analyst Ni Lexiong, “as Chinese 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi just 
stressed the importance of respect 
for all countries’ sovereignty, 
independence and territorial 
integrity.”

(See CHINA, Page 15)

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte shakes hands with Chinese 
President Xi Jinping before their meeting at the Great Hall of 
People in Beijing on April 25, 2019.

Why the Philippine election
could be a win for China

By Simone McCarthy
 CNN

accusing Beijing of trying to 
intimidate its coast guard vessels 
and assembling a “maritime 
militia” to crowd out its fishing 
boats. Beijing claims large swaths 
of the resource-rich waters as its 
own, even after Manila challenged 
that in an international court of 
arbitration and won. 

But Duterte did little to assert 
that 2016 court decision, analysts 
say, and how much the next 
Philippine President uses the ruling 
to push back on an expansive 
China will send signals not only 
to the leaders of other Southeast 
Asia nations who dispute China’s 
territorial claims -- but also to 
Beijing.

“The Philippines is of very 
significant strategic importance to 
both (the US and China). China is 
right now consumed by domestic 
matters but it also continues 
to expand its activities in the 
South China Sea,” said Joshua 
Kurlantzick, a senior fellow for 
Southeast Asia at the Council on (See PHILIPPINES, Page 12) 

Foreign Relations in New York.
“And the US is definitely 

going to invest significant effort 
bonding with whoever leads the 
Philippines, simply for strategic 
reasons -- the Philippines is of 
critical strategic importance, 
and there are also such close 
longstanding ties,” he said.

Balancing act
Manila has long sought to 

balance its ties with these powers 
-- or play them off one another 
-- and any President coming 
to power will need to navigate 
relationships with both, especially 
in the wake of Duterte’s pro-
China bent.

Marcos, whose running mate 
is Duterte’s daughter, Sara, has 
for years called for Manila to 
deal with Beijing bilaterally over 
territorial claims.

Critics see his stance as 
deferential to China, and in 
recent months Marcos has met 
the Chinese Ambassador Huang 

China’s goodwill extends to
Marcos, who has been building

rapport with Chinese ambassador

Russian President Vladimir Putin

What if Russia were
defeated in Ukraine?

By Perry Diaz
more than 100,00 troops to NATO 
member countries in Europe ready 
to act should Russia invade NATO 
territory.

“Putin is banking on us losing 
interest,” Biden said, adding that 
the Russian president believes 
“Western unity will crack… and 
once again we’re going to prove 
him wrong.”  Indeed, NATO has 
never been more united.  And 
with the prospect of Finland and 
Sweden joining the alliance, it 
would expand NATO territory by 
at least 50%.  

Massive aid package
The new aid package, which 

includes  humani tar ian and 
economic aid at a total cost of $33 
billion, would include additional 
artillery, armored vehicles, and 
advanced air defense systems.  
The array of weapons includes: (1) 
1,400 surface-to-air stingers; (2) 
5,500 anti-tank Javelin missiles; 
(3) 14,000 other anti-armor 
systems; (4) 700 Switchblade 
drones, known as “kamikaze 
drones”; (5) 90 155mm Howitzers 
and 183,000 155mm artillery 
rounds; (6) 16 Mi-17 helicopters; 
(7) Hundreds of Armored High 
Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicles (Humvees); (8) 200 
M113  Armored  Pe r sonne l 
Carriers; (9) 7,000 small arms; 

(See UKRAINE, Page 6)
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(10) Over 50 million rounds of 
ammunition; (11) 121 Phoenix 
Ghost tactical drones, which was 
rapidly developed by the Air 
Force in response, specifically, 
to Ukrainian requirements; (12) 
Laser-guided rocket systems; 
(13) Puma Unmanned Aerial 
Systems, a drone that provides 
intelligence, surveillance, target 
acquisition, and reconnaissance; 
( 1 4 )  U n m a n n e d  C o a s t a l 
Defense Vessels, called “drone 
boats” because they operate 
on the water without a crew; 
(15) M18A1 Claymore anti-
personnel munitions; and (16) 
C-4 explosives and demolition 
equipment for obstacle clearing.

In announcing the huge 
weapons package, Biden insisted 
the U.S. was not “attacking 
Russia.”  “It’s not cheap, but 
doing nothing was more costly,” 
he said.   “We are helping Ukraine 
defend itself against Russian 
aggression,” he insisted.   He 
said that the military support has 
so far amounted to 10-anti-tank 
weapons for every Russian tank 
deployed to Ukraine.

Warnings from Russia 
Russia’s Foreign Ministry 

said Western military support for 
Ukraine threatens “the security of 
the continent.” However, Biden 
is undeterred by vague threats 
about the possible use of nuclear 
weapons, and a warning from 
Putin that there could be retaliatory 
strikes against countries that 
intervene in Ukraine, of which 
Biden shrugged off, saying they 
“show the desperation Russia is 
feeling about their abject failure to 
do what they set out to do.”

In addressing concerns over 
a nuclear confrontation, Biden 
said, “No one should be making 
idle comments about the use of 
nuclear weapons.”  While at the 
same time, Biden signed into law 
the Ukraine Democracy Defense 
Lend-Lease Act, which would 
allow the U.S. to provide Ukraine 
directly with defense weapons to 
protect it from Russian invasion.   

 But with the military setbacks 
the Russians have faced so far, 
Putin might resort to tactical 
nuclear weapons or low-yield 
nuclear weapons.   The question 
is: What if Russia was pushed 
to a corner with no way out but 
to use nuclear weapons?  Would 
Putin use it?   

Mutually assured destruction
According to  Margar i ta 

Simonyan, one of Putin’s chief 
propagandists, Putin “is more 
likely to push the nuclear button 
than lose the war in Ukraine.” 
He’ l l  never  admit  defea t .  
“Either we lose in Ukraine, or 
the Third World War starts. I 
think World War Three is more 
realistic, knowing us, knowing 
our leader,” Simonyan said.  “The 
most incredible outcome, that 
all this will end with a nuclear 
strike, seems more probable to me 
than the other course of events.”  
And in an apparent attempt to 
rationalize the rhetoric, Simonyan 
added: “We’re all going to die 
one day.”

While it is presumed that Putin 
is crazy and evil, it goes without 
saying that he’s smart to know that 
a nuclear war would end in MAD 
– mutually assured destruction, 

when the planet Earth will become 
radioactive for the next 1,000 
years.  No life will survive, not 
even Putin.

Biden would be forced to launch 
the Trident ballistic missiles from 
the Ohio-class nuclear ballistic 
missile submarines deployed in 
the Baltic Sea, which is less than 
700 miles from Moscow.   It will 
take less than two minutes to 
reach and blow up Moscow to 
smithereens.   

Moscow would be unable to 
launch a second-strike missile 
attack against the U.S.   It takes 
at least 15 minutes to launch 
land-based nuclear ballistic 
missiles from Russia and another 
20 minutes to reach Washington 
DC.   At which time, Biden 
would already have transmitted 
the launch code in his “nuclear 
football” briefcase, which would 
have given the order to launch the 
nuclear ballistic missiles aimed 
at Russia.

At the end of the day, I 
fervently hope that there is a tiny 
bit of sanity in Putin’s mind so he 
can intelligently rationalize that 
the world’s existence cannot be 
put in jeopardy at the whim of 
one man. 

A Ukrainian soldier looks inside a destroyed Russian tank.

(From Page 5)

UKRAINE: What if Russia lost?

of the Philippines, as he receives 
more than double the votes of his 
closest opponent, Vice President 
Leni Robredo, who has garnered 
14,309,524 votes or 28.06% as of 
the latest update.

He will succeed the strongman 
Rodr igo  Duter te ,  winning 
without his outright support. 
The President’s daughter, Davao 
City Mayor Sara Duterte, was 
Marcos Jr.’s running mate, getting 
30,310,743 votes or 61.08%, as of 
4:06 am on Tuesday.

It’s the first presidential 
elections since the rebirth of 
democracy in 1986 where the 
outgoing president did not endorse 
a candidate. “He is a spoiled 
child…. He’s a weak leader at 
may bagahe siya (and he has 
baggage),” the outgoing president 
Duterte had said of Marcos.  

Marcos will lead the Philippines 
for the next six years, and will 
have to steer the country into 
economic recovery after a global 
pandemic. He is now the country’s 
chief diplomat, who flip-flopped 
on standing with Ukraine amid 
a Russian invasion that threatens 
security in the whole of Europe.

“This is bad for the country. 
The re  wou ld  be  no  good 
governance as we know it. 
Cronyism and dynasty will 
thrive,” said jailed opposition 
leader Leila De Lima.

Marcos has promised to 
continue Duterte’s warm ties 
with superpower China, and will 
keep at bay the International 
Criminal Court investigating the 
President and his men for alleged 
crimes against humanity for the 
thousands of killings during the 
drug war.

As president, Marcos will 
have power over executive 
agencies involved in recovering 
his family’s ill-gotten wealth, such 
as the Presidential Commission 
on Good Government and the 
Office of the Solicitor General 
(OSG). The PCGG was still trying 
to recover P125 billion more in 
stolen wealth.

Marcos also has a standing 
contempt order in the United 
States – among other cases that he 
and his mother Imelda are facing. 
The business community  fears 
that investors will steer clear of 
the Philippines under a Marcos 
presidency.

“Well, we’ll just have to 
prove them wrong if we get the 
opportunity and we will,” said 
Marcos in an interview with 
OnePH with on March 21.

 Marcos started and finished 
strong, peaking at 60% in a Pulse 
Asia survey in January 2022, 
and securing a huge lead at 56% 

Ferdinand Marcos Jr., son of the late dictator Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos, and Sara Duterte-Carpio, daughter of incumbent strongman 
Rodrigo Duterte, are poised to lead the Philippines in the next six 
years.

MARCOS: Son poised
to lead the Philippines

(From Page 1) in April before election day. 
Robredo could only manage a 
peak of 24%.

Like his father before him, 
Marcos built his clout first as 
congressman of Ilocos Norte, and 
then senator. Many believe his 
vice presidential run in 2016 was 
a test drive – to be more prepared 
to go for the gold.

“[Returning to] Malacanang 
would be a great help,” said his 
mother Imelda in 2014.

It seems it has been a lifelong 
family plan, as Imelda herself ran 
for president in 1992 after their 
family were allowed to return 
from their exile in Hawaii.

Learning the hard lessons 
from his defeat in his 2016 vice 
presidential run, Marcos sought 
to consolidate his base by getting 
a strong running mate. With the 
help of former president Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo, he managed to 
convince Duterte’s daughter Sara 
to be his vice president – even 
if Sara’s was performing better 
in presidential opinion polls last 
year. 

He also managed to get the 
support of powerful dynasties and 
big business, such as the magnate 
Manny Villar. Next, he courted 
the transport and workers sectors, 
but not without backlash from the 
other factions who highlighted 
that Marcos the dictator was the 
one who sunk those sectors in the 
first place.

Marcos showed this as proof 
of the image he wanted to sell: 
that he’s the unifying factor in 
Philippine politics.

Alongside his campaign of 
unity is the policy of evading 
scrutiny, as he snubbed all the 
debates and ran away from the 
independent press. This way, he 
was able to preserve his bubble 
by capturing a craving among 
Filipinos to have a more positive 
feel of politics.

It’s “part of the mood of the 
times,” said political analyst Julio 
Teehankee.

“Given the pandemic, we 
were thinking, after what we 
experienced in the pandemic and 
how the government handled 
the pandemic, we would long 
for a more technocratic good 
governance, reformist approach, 
but instead the opposite happens 
– people are tired, they don’t have 
patience, so what is the solution? 
Let’s unite,” said Teehankee.

Teehankee added: “It may be 
illogical for us, but there’s that 
inherent logic, there’s a rationale 
with the masses.”

It also helped that the message 
was so simple, said Ronnie 
Holmes, president of polling firm 
Pulse Asia, which predicted the 
win.

UNITED NATIONS – The 
United Nations and several 
countries called Thursday for an 
end to Russia’s war in Ukraine, 
with little mention of reviving the 
two countries’ apparently stalled 
peace talks.

“Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
is a violation of its territorial 
integrity and of the Charter 
of the United Nations,” said 
UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres at a Security Council 
meeting organized by the United 
States.

 “It must end for the sake of the 
people of Ukraine, Russia, and the 
entire world,” he added.

Guterres recently visited 
Moscow and Kyiv to advocate 
for the evacuation of civilians 
from the battered port city of 
Mariupol, from where several 
hundred people have been able to 
escape since the weekend.

The majority of the Security 
Council’s members, including 
China, the United States, Ireland, 
France and Mexico called for an 
end to the months-old conflict.

The Chinese ambassador to 
the UN Zhang Jun underscored 

UN chief, nations call for end 
to Russian invasion of Ukraine

A man walks past a house destroyed by Russian bombing In 
Ukraine.

that only diplomacy would end 
the fighting, criticizing arms 
shipments to Ukraine.

His Kenyan counterpart Martin 
Kimani called for Guterres’ 
mediation.

“Every opportunity must be 
used to achieve peace,” said 
Ukraine’s ambassador to the 
UN Sergiy Kyslytsya.According 
to diplomats, non-permanent 
members of the Security Council 
Norway and Mexico submitted a 
text expressing “strong support 

to the efforts of the Secretary-
General and the offer of his good 
offices in the search for a peaceful 
solution.”

An adoption of the statement, 
which would be the first show of 
unity in the council since Russia’s 
February 24 invasion, remains 
uncertain.

“There is t ime,” Deputy 
Russian Ambassador Dmitry 
Polyanskiy told AFP when asked 
if Moscow might approve it.
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protecting the right to abortion. 
While GOP-led states have 
passed a number of restrictions, 
this year Democratic-controlled 
states have expanded access. In 
response to the leaked ruling, 
California’s Demoractic leaders 
said they hoped to enshrine 
access to abortion in the state’s 
constitution, which would require 
voter approval.

According to the Guttmacher 
Institute, if Roe were overturned, 
the  number  o f  women of 
reproductive age (15-49) whose 
nearest provider would be in 
California would increase from 
46,000 to 1.4 million. In Oregon, 
funding has been set aside for 
those traveling from out of state 
for the procedure. A number of 
states, including Washington, 
have enacted laws prohibiting 
legal action against those seeking 
or providing an abortion.

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis 
signed a law codifying the right 
to abortion last month, saying, 
“Colorado has been, is and will 
be a pro-choice state. ... No matter 
what the Supreme Court does in 
the future, people in Colorado 
will be able to choose when and 
if they have children.” April also 
saw Democrats in the Maryland 
Legislature overruling a veto 
from Republican Gov. Larry 
Hogan in order to expand abortion 
access and require most insurance 
companies to cover the entire cost 
of the procedure.

(From Page 4)

by waiting so long to act, the EU 
has made its task that much more 
difficult.

The question, then, is what took 
so long? The bloc has ostensibly 
long had instruments by which 
to keep its member states in line 
with its core values, though it 
hasn’t always had the easiest time 
implementing them. Perhaps the 
most obvious example of this was 
in 2018, when the EU moved to 
suspend Hungary’s voting rights 
within the bloc under Article 7 of 
the Lisbon Treaty, citing “a serious 
breach” of the EU’s founding 
values, including freedom of 
expression, democracy, and the 
rule of law. But this process 
requires the unanimity of all EU 
member states, and Poland and 
Hungary, which have had Article 
7 proceedings triggered against 
them, each acted as an assured 
veto for the other, rendering the 
process effectively redundant.

But the EU isn’t without 
leverage. Under a new mechanism, 
which was introduced in 2020 
and approved by the European 
Court of Justice this year, the bloc 
now has the power to withhold 
its funding from any member 
state where rule-of-law violations 
could affect how the money is 
spent. Daniel Freund, a Green 
Party member of the European 
Parl iament and one of the 

negotiators behind the so-called 
conditionality mechanism, told 
me that though it was designed to 
prevent abuse of the EU budget, 
it can in effect be used by the 
EU to compel member states to 
enact reforms and to punish those 
that don’t. “It cannot be that we 
send billions of taxpayer money 
to a country where this money 
is being stolen, where it’s being 
misused, where it’s actually used 
to attack the European Union and 
its principles,” Freund said. “You 
can’t be part of a club, not play by 
its rules, but keep all the money. 
That just doesn’t work.”

Such funding cuts would have 
a huge impact on Hungary, which 
is one of the largest percapita 
recipients of EU funding, and 
on Orbán. The prime minister 
has spent more than a decade 
enr iching himself  and his 

cronies with European funds. As 
Orbán faces a costly election tab, 
rising inflation, and an energy 
crisis brought on by the war in 
Ukraine, he can’t exactly afford to 
lose any fiscal support right now. 
It’s for this reason that the prime 
minister wrote to Brussels last 
month requesting the release of 
the bloc’s pandemic-recovery 
funds, billions of which have 
been withheld from Budapest over 
corruption concerns.

“He will attempt to lobby, 
blackmail, by hook or by crook, 
to solicit this financing from 
Brussels,” Mujtaba Rahman, the 
managing director for Europe at 
the Eurasia Group, a research firm 
and consultancy, told me. “Orbán 
is running a kleptocracy … and so 
these funds are pretty important 
to him politically and pretty 
important for the equilibrium that 

he’s created around him.”
Even if money is a powerful 

form of leverage, the threat of 
losing it is unlikely to have a 
transformative effect on Orbán, at 
least in the short term. In response 
to the EU’s announcement that 
it would begin the process of 
applying the conditionality 
mechanism, his government 
urged Brussels not to “punish 
Hungarian voters” for their choice 
and cautioned the bloc against 
“making the same mistakes 
as the Hungarian left.” The 
Hungarian prime minister has 
since positioned himself as the 
greatest obstacle to additional 
European sanctions on Russia 
over its atrocities in Ukraine, 
further demonstrating the cost 
of the EU’s inaction—not just 
within the bloc, but beyond it. 
Orbán has already been vindicated 
by winning another term; any 
attempts by the EU to reverse 
Hungary’s democratic decline is 
already “10-plus years too late,” 
Rahman said.

But so long as the bloc 
continues to overlook, much 
less subsidize, autocracy within 
it, the whole European project 
is at stake. “It’s late, but it’s 
not too late,” Freund said. “This 
is one of the core fights of the 
European Union right now. In a 
way, [it’s] the fight for the soul 
of Europe.”

(From Page 4)

The European Parliament building in Strasbourg, France.

EUROPE: Hungary poses threat to democracy
ABORTION

vast energy reserves last month 
when it announced it would phase 
out Russian coal imports — worth 
about €8 billion ($8.4 billion) a 
year — by August.

Sanctions have so far spared 
Russia’s natural gas exports, 
which are predicted to generate 
about $80 billion in tax revenues 
for Moscow this year, according 
to Rystad Energy.

That would be a much bigger 
ask for Europe, which got 45% 
of its natural gas imports from 
Russia last year — a much bigger 
share than oil. But sanctioning 
gas would deal a sharp blow to 
the Russian economy and severely 
undermine President Vladimir 
Putin’s ability to finance his war. 

A full gas embargo by Western 
allies would reduce Russia’s GDP 
by almost 3%, an analysis by 
the Kiel Institute for the World 
Economy, published before the 
invasion, shows.

  SANCTIONS 
(From Page 1)

Campbell said, calling it vital to 
address the problem.

Campbell spoke ahead of 
President Joe Biden’s planned 
May 20-24 visit to South Korea 
and Japan that will include a 
meeting in Tokyo of the Quad 
group of countries – Australia, 
India, Japan and the United 
States – which have increased 
cooperation in the face of China’s 
growing assertiveness.

China says it is a responsible 
fishing country that has been 
cooperating internationally to 
clamp down on illegal fishing, and 
that it fishes in relevant exclusive 
economic zones according to 
bilateral agreements.

Campbell said “we’re looking 
at capabilities that will continue 
to track shipping” when vessels 
fishing illegally turn off electronic 
identifiers. He said a number of 
countries were stepping up efforts 
with patrols boats and training.

The U.S. Coast Guard has said 
illegal fishing has outpaced piracy 
as the top global maritime security 
threat, and risks heightening 
tensions among countries vying 
for overexploited fishing stocks. 
It has called on China to exercise 
more responsible control over its 
vessels.

Campbell said Washington 
needed to do more to assist the 
Solomon Islands.

He led a U.S. delegation to 
the Pacific Island country last 
month. Afterwards the White 
House said Washington would 
have “significant concerns and 
respond accordingly” to any steps 
to establish a permanent Chinese 
military presence there.

Campbell said his delegation 
had respectful conversations with 
the Solomon Islands and added: 
“We will be back this September.”

While Washington and its 
allies shared concerns in the 
Pacific, there had not been as 
much coordination as might be 
expected, given “the new strategic 
circumstances,” he said in an 
apparent reference to China’s 
growing ambitions.

“It is essential to step up 
coordinat ion,  engagement , 
p a r t n e r s h i p ,  s h a r i n g  o f 
information,” he said. “This is not 
just the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand. It’s Japanese 
friends, it’s Korean friends, it’s 
friend from the EU as well.”

Kurt Campbell

(From Page 1)

PACIFIC: US to help battle illegal fishing

voter concerns about inflation. 
Strategists in the party hope to 
make an impression on the sizable 
majority of Americans who want 
to uphold Roe v. Wade.

Among the 50 Democrats, 
only Sen. Joe Manchin, of 
West Virginia, opposes the bill. 
Democratic Sen. Bob Casey, of 
Pennsylvania, who has held anti-
abortion views for years, came out 
in favor of the bill Tuesday, saying 
the circumstances have changed.

All 50 Republicans oppose the 
legislation. Two of them — Sen. 
Susan Collins, of Maine, and Sen. 
Lisa Murkowski, of Alaska — say 
they support abortion rights and 
have proposed a narrower bill that 
includes carve-outs for religious 
or moral objections.

Ahead of the vote, Senate 
Democratic leaders circulated 
a letter from progressive and 
reproductive rights groups — 
including the Center for American 
Progress, NARAL and Planned 
Parenthood — arguing that the 
Collins-Murkowski bill is too 
narrow and “would not protect the 
right to abortion.”

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., called it “one of 
the most important votes we take 
in this chamber in decades.”

“For the first time in 50 years 
a conservative majority — an 
extreme conservative majority — 
on the Supreme Court is on the 
brink of declaring that women do 
not have the right to an abortion, 
that they do not have the right to 
control their own bodies,” he said 
Tuesday.

While Democrats seek to paint 
Republicans and their chosen 
conservative judges as radical, 
the GOP has spent recent days 
arguing that Democrats are out of 
touch with most Americans, who 
say in surveys they favor some 
restrictions on legal abortion.

A Pew Research Center poll 
taken in March found that 61 
percent of U.S. adults say they 
want abortion to be mostly legal.

SENATE
(From Page 1)

GENEVA - Almost three times 
as many people have died as a 
result of COVID-19 as official data 
show, according to a new World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
report, the most comprehensive 
look at the true global toll of the 
pandemic so far.

There were 14.9 million excess 
deaths associated with COVID-19 
by the end of 2021, the U.N. body 
said on Thursday.

The official count of deaths 
directly attributable to COVID-19 
and reported to WHO in that 
period, from January 2020 to the 
end of December 2021, is slightly 
more than 5.4 million. 

The WHO’s excess mortality 
figures reflect people who died of 
COVID-19 as well as those who 
died as an indirect result of the 
outbreak, including people who 
could not access healthcare for 

15M Covid-19 deaths globally, not 5M - WHO

Family members mourn the death of a COVID-19 victim at a 
hospital in India

other conditions when systems 
were overwhelmed during huge 
waves of infection.

It also accounts for deaths 
averted during the pandemic, for 
example because of the lower 
risk of traffic accidents during 
lockdowns.

But the numbers are also 
far higher than the official tally 
because of deaths that were missed 
in countries without adequate 
reporting. Even pre-pandemic, 
around six in 10 deaths around 
the world were not registered, 
WHO said.

The WHO report said that 
almost half of the deaths that until 
now had not been counted were 
in India. The report suggests that 
4.7 million people died there as 
a result of the pandemic, mainly 
during a huge surge in May and 
June 2021.

The Indian government , 

however, puts its death toll for 
the January 2020-December 2021 
period far lower: about 480,000.

WHO said it had not yet fully 
examined new data provided this 
week by India, which has pushed 
back against the WHO estimates 

and issued its own mortality 
figures for all causes of death 
in 2020 on Tuesday. WHO said 
it may add a disclaimer to the 
report highlighting the ongoing 
conversation with India.
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WASHINGTON  — Former 
President  Donald Trump’s 
bus ines ses  and  inaugura l 
committee have reached a deal to 
pay Washington, D.C., $750,000 
to resolve a lawsuit that alleged 
the committee overpaid for events 
at his hotel and enriched the 
former president’s family in the 
process, according to the District 
of Columbia’s attorney general.

A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  K a r l 
Racine announced the settlement 
agreement in the case against the 
Presidential Inaugural Committee, 
the Trump Organization and the 
Trump International Hotel in 
Washington in a tweet on Tuesday. 
The document has not yet been 
signed by a judge.

The agreement says the case 
is being resolved “to avoid 
the cost, burden, and risks of 
further litigation” and that the 
organizations “dispute these 
allegations on numerous grounds 
and deny having engaged in 
any wrongdoing or unlawful 
conduct.”

As part of the agreement, the 
defendants will pay the District 
of Columbia a total of $750,000, 
which will be used to benefit 
three nonprofit organizations, the 

WASHINGTON - President 
Donald Trump wanted U.S. troops 
to shoot protesters during racial 
justice demonstrations in 2020, 
according to a new book from 
former Defense Secretary Mark 
Esper.

“ C a n ’ t  y o u  j u s t  s h o o t 
them? Just shoot them in the 
legs or something?” Esper 
quotes Trump saying. The then 
president allegedly made the 
remark as protesters descended 
on Washington, D.C., following 
the murder of George Floyd on 
May 25, 2020, by a Minneapolis 
police officer. The quote was first 
reported by Axios. 

Days after Floyd was killed, 
Trump tweeted, “These THUGS 
are dishonoring the memory of 
George Floyd, and I won’t let that 
happen. Just spoke to [Minnesota] 
Governor Tim Walz and told him 
that the Military is with him all 
the way. Any difficulty and we 
will assume control but, when the 
looting starts, the shooting starts. 
Thank you!”

WASHINGTON– America’s 
decades-old battle over abortion 
rights exploded anew on Tuesday, 
May 3, as the Supreme Court 
confirmed a draft opinion that 
signaled it will soon overturn 
the landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade 
ruling that legalized abortion 
nationwide.

President Joe Biden denounced 
the expected move as “radical” 
as Democrats in Washington and 
in statehouses scrambled to try 
to find a response to defend a 
right that women in the United 
States have held for almost half 
a century.

Some moderate Republicans 
were also dismayed but social 
conservatives were delighted 
even as they voiced anger that the 
opinion was leaked.

The court confirmed that the 
draft opinion, published late 
on Monday by the news outlet 
Politico, was authentic but said it 
did not represent the final decision 
of the justices, due by the end of 
June.

Chief Justice John Roberts 
announced an investigation into 
how the draft – authored by 
Justice Samuel Alito of the court’s 
conservative 6-3 majority – was 
leaked, calling it a “betrayal” of 
the confidentiality of the judicial 
process. 

“This was a singular and 
egregious breach of that trust 
that is an affront to the court and 
the community of public servants 
who work here,” Roberts said, 
pledging that the disclosure will 
not undermine the integrity of the 
court’s operations.

Hundreds of people on both 
sides of the divide gathered outside 
the Supreme Court building 
in Washington. Supporters of 
abortion rights chanted “off 
our bodies” and “abortion is 
healthcare,” while their opponents 
responded: “Pro-choice is a lie, 
babies never choose to die.” 

A ruling by the court striking 
down Roe would give many 
Republ icans and rel igious 
conservatives a victory they have 
chased for decades.

US abortion battle reignites as
SC signals Roe v. Wade overturn

Pro-abortion demonstrators protest outside the US Supreme Court 
after the leak of a draft majority opinion written by Justice Samuel 
Alito preparing for a majority of the court to overturn the landmark 
Roe v. Wade abortion rights decision later this year, in Washington, 
DC, USA on May 3, 2022.

“It’s a fundamental shift in 
American jurisprudence,” Biden 
said of Alito’s draft, arguing that 
such a decision would call into 
question other rights including 
same-sex marriage, which the 
court recognized in 2015.

“If it becomes the law, and if 
what is written is what remains, 
it goes far beyond the concern of 
whether or not there is the right to 
choose,” Biden added, referring to 
abortion rights.

The Roe decision recognized 
that the right to personal privacy 
under the US Constitution protects 
a woman’s ability to terminate her 
pregnancy.

Biden vowed to work toward 
getting Congress to pass legislation 
codifying the Roe ruling and 
urged voters to back candidates in 
the Nov. 8 congressional elections 
who support abortion rights.

Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer said the chamber will 
vote next week on such legislation 
even though a similar Democratic-
backed bill already failed this 
year.

Amid Republican opposition, 
the razor-thin Democratic majority 
is not enough to overcome Senate 
rules requiring a supermajority to 
advance most legislation.

Even if the new Senate vote 
fails, as is almost inevitable, 
Democrats could use it to bolster 

their chances in the midterm 
elections in which Republicans 
are hoping to regain control of 
Congress.

Nearly two-thirds of Americans 
said they are more likely to back 
candidates who support the right 
to abortion in the November vote, 
according to a Reuters/Ipsos poll 
conducted on Tuesday.

Democrats believe that will 
help incumbent Democratic 
senators including Mark Kelly 
in Arizona and Raphael Warnock 
in Georgia, and could hurt some 
incumbent Republicans, such 
as Senator Ron Johnson of 
Wisconsin.

U.S. Senators Lisa Murkowski 
and Susan Collins, moderate 
Republicans support ive of 
abortion rights, voiced dismay at 
Alito’s draft.

“If it goes in the direction that 
this leaked copy has indicated, I 
would just tell you that it rocks 
my confidence in the court right 
now,” Murkowski said, adding 
she supports legislation codifying 
abortion rights.

Republican Senator Lindsey 
Graham welcomed the news.

“ I f  t he  Supreme  Cour t 
overturns Roe v. Wade, which 
I believe was one of the largest 
power grabs in the history of the 
Court, it means that every state 
will decide if abortion is legal 
and on what terms,” Graham said. 

Evidence mounts of 
GOP involvement in 
Trump poll schemes

Former US President Donald Trump

Ex-Defense chief Esper says Trump
wanted violence vs Floyd protesters

President Donald Trump heads to St. John’s Church near the White 
House on June 1, 2020, after protesters were forcibly removed from 
the area. With him are, from left, Attorney General William Barr, 
Defense Secretary Mark Esper and Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman 
Mark Milley.

The  message  was  l a te r 
flagged by Twitter for “glorifying 
violence.

In his book “Frankly, We Did 
Win This Election: The Inside 
Story of How Trump Lost,” 
released last year, reporter 
Michael Bender relayed similar 
stories from the White House.

“That’s how you’re supposed 
to handle these people,” Trump 
told military and law enforcement 

officials while showing them 
videos of police violence towards 
protesters, according to Bender. 
“Crack their skulls!”

Trump reportedly said he 
wanted police to “beat the f***” 
out of the protesters, according to 
Bender, saying “just shoot them” 
on multiple occasions. When he 
received pushback from staffers, 
Trump said, “Well, shoot them in 
the leg — or maybe the foot. But 
be hard on them!”

$750K settlement reached
in Trump inaugural lawsuit

Former President Donald 
Trump

settlement paperwork says.
“We’re resolving our lawsuit 

and sending the message that if 
you violate DC nonprofit law—no 
matter how powerful you are—
you’ll pay,” Racine said in a tweet.

In a statement, Trump blasted 
Racine and noted that  the 
settlement includes no admission 
of guilt or liability.

“As crime rates are soaring in 
our Nation’s Capital, it is necessary 
that the Attorney General focus on 
those issues rather than a further 
leg of the greatest Witch-Hunt 
in political history,” Trump said. 
“This was yet another example of 
weaponizing Law Enforcement 
against the Republican Party and, 
in particular, the former President 
of the United States.”

WASHINGTON — Rioters 
who smashed their way into the 
U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, 
succeeded — at least temporarily 
— in delaying the certification of 
Joe Biden’s election to the White 
House.

Hours before, Rep. Jim Jordan 
had been trying to achieve the 
same thing.

Texting with then-White House 
chief of staff Mark Meadows, a 
close ally and friend, at nearly 
midnight on Jan. 5, Jordan 
offered a legal rationale for what 
President Donald Trump was 
publicly demanding — that Vice 
President Mike Pence, in his 
ceremonial role presiding over the 
electoral count, somehow assert 
the authority to reject electors 
from Biden-won states.

Pence “should call out all 
electoral votes that he believes are 
unconstitutional as no electoral 
votes at all,” Jordan wrote.

“I have pushed for this,” 
Meadows replied. “Not sure it is 
going to happen.”

The text exchange, in an 
April 22 court filing from the 
congressional panel investigating 
the Jan. 6 riot, is in a batch of 
startling evidence that shows 
the deep involvement of some 
House Republicans in Trump’s 
desperate attempt to stay in power. 
A review of the evidence finds 

new details about how, long 
before the attack on the Capitol 
unfolded, several GOP lawmakers 
were participating directly in 
Trump’s campaign to reverse the 
results of a free and fair election.

It’s a connection that members 
of the House Jan. 6 committee are 
making explicit as they prepare 
to launch public hearings in 
June. The Republicans plotting 
with Trump and the rioters 
who attacked the Capitol were 
aligned in their goals, if not the 
mob’s violent tactics, creating a 
convergence that nearly upended 
the nation’s peaceful transfer of 
power.

“It appears that a significant 
number of House members and 
a few senators had more than 
just a passing role in what went 
on,” Rep. Bennie Thompson, the 
Democratic chairman of the Jan. 
6 committee, told The Associated 
Press last week.

S i n c e  l a u n c h i n g  i t s 
investigation last summer, the 
Jan. 6 panel has been slowly 
gaining new details about what 
lawmakers said and did in the 
weeks before the insurrection. 
Members have asked three GOP 
lawmakers — Jordan of Ohio, 
Rep. Scott Perry of Pennsylvania 
and House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy of California — to 
testify voluntarily. 
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NEW YORK - The Federal 
Reserve said Wednesday it is 
raising interest rates by a half-
percentage point to get a handle 
on the worst inflation America has 
seen in 40 years. 

It’s the first time in 22 years 
that the central bank has hiked 
rates this much. The decision was 
unanimous, with all 12 members 
of the policy-setting Federal Open 
Market Committee agreeing on it.

In March, the Fed ramped 
up its benchmark borrowing 
rate for the first time since late 
2018, increasing it by a quarter-
percentage point.

In his post-meeting press 
conference on Wednesday, Fed 
Chairman Jerome Powell said that 
additional half-percentage-point 
rate hikes will be on the table for 
the next few meetings. But the 
bank isn’t looking to go bigger.

“A 75 basis point increase is 
not something the committee is 
actively considering,” Powell 
told reporters. “If inflation comes 
down we’re not going to stop, 

SANTA MONICA, Calif. -- 
Amazon.com Inc. plans to create 
2,500 corporate and technical 
jobs in Southern California, 
including more than 1,000 in 
Santa Monica and more than 
800 in Irvine, the company 
announced Tuesday.

The new jobs “include roles 
building cloud infrastructure, 
improving the Alexa experience, 
and designing cutting-edge video 
games,’’ said Holly Sullivan, 
Amazon’s  v ice  pres ident 
o f  w o r l d w i d e  e c o n o m i c 
development .  “They’re  a 
fantas t ic  oppor tuni ty  for 
Californians of all backgrounds 
to join Amazon and build a 
successful career.’’

To accommodate the Santa 

NEW YORK -- Prices for 
Russian credit default swaps — 
insurance contracts that protect 
an investor against a default — 
plunged sharply overnight after 
Moscow used its precious foreign 
currency reserves to make a last 
minute debt payment on Friday.

The cost for a five-year credit 
default swap on Russian debt 
was $5.84 million to protect $10 
million in debt. That price was 
nearly half the one on Thursday, 
which at roughly $11 million for 
$10 million in debt protection was 
a signal that investors were certain 
of a eventual Russian default.

Russia used its foreign currency 
reserves sitting outside of the 
country to make the payment, 
backing down from the Kremlin’s 
earlier threats that it would use 
rubles to pay these obligations. 
In a statement, the Russia Finance 
Ministry did not say whether 
future payments would be made 
in rubles.

Despite the insurance contract 
plunge, investors remain largely 
convinced that Russia will 
eventually default on its debts 
for the first time since 1917. The 
major ratings agencies Standard & 
Poor’s and Moody’s have declared 
Russia is in “selective default” on 
its obligations.

WASHINGTON -- America’s 
employers added 428,000 jobs 
in April, extending a streak 
of solid hiring that has defied 
punishing inflation, chronic 
supply shortages, the Russian war 
against Ukraine and much higher 
borrowing costs.

Friday’s jobs report from 
the Labor Department showed 
that last month’s hiring kept the 
unemployment rate at 3.6%, just 
above the lowest level in a half-
century.

The economy’s hiring gains 
have been strikingly consistent 
in the face of the worst inflation 
in four decades. Employers have 
added at least 400,000 jobs for 12 
straight months.

At the same time, the April 
job growth, along with steady 
wage gains,  will  help fuel 
consumer spending and likely 
keep the Federal Reserve on 
track to raise borrowing rates 
sharply to try to slow inflation. 
Early trading Friday in the stock 
market reflected concern that the 
strength of the job market will 
keep wages and inflation high 
and lead to increasingly heavy 
borrowing costs for consumers 
and businesses. Higher loan 
rates could, in turn, weigh down 
corporate profits.

“With labor market conditions 
still this strong - including very 
rapid wage growth - we doubt 
that the Fed is going to abandon 
its hawkish plans, said Paul 
Ashworth, chief U.S. economist 
at Capital Economics.

The latest employment figures 
contained a few cautionary 
notes about the job market. The 
government revised down its 
estimate of job gains for February 
and March by a combined 39,000. 
And the number of people in 
the labor force declined in April 
by 363,000, the first drop since 
September. Their exit slightly 
reduced the proport ion of 
Americans who are either working 
or looking for work from 62.4% 
to 62.2%.

Still, at a time when worker 
shor tages  have  le f t  many 
companies desperate to hire, 
employers kept handing out pay 
raises last month. Hourly wages 
rose 0.3% from March and 5.5% 
from a year ago.

Across industries last month, 
hiring was widespread. Factories 
added 55,000 jobs, the most 
since last July. Warehouses 
and transportation companies 
added 52,000, restaurants and 
bars 44,000, health care 41,000, 
finance 35,000, retailers 29,000 
and hotels 22,000. 

Construction companies, 
which have been slowed by 
shortages of labor and supplies, 
added just 2,000.

Yet it’s unclear how long the 
jobs boom will continue. The Fed 
this week raised its key rate by a 
half-percentage point - its most 
aggressive move since 2000 - and 
signaled further large rate hikes 
to come. As the Fed’s rate hikes 
take effect, they will make it 
increasingly expensive to spend 
and hire.

In addition, the vast economic 
aid that the government had been 
supplying to households has 
expired. 

Fed issues biggest rate hike in 22 years

Federal Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell

we’re just going to go down to 25 
basis point increases,” he added.

Americans are struggling with 
rising costs everywhere from the 
grocery store to the gas pump. 
Keeping prices stable is part of the 
Fed’s mandate, but so far inflation 
has kept creeping higher, leading 
some to wonder if the central 
banks is behind the curve with 
its policy.

But Powell fought back against 
that point Wednesday.

He also started Wednesday’s 
press conference by addressing 
the American people, saying 
“inflation is much too high, and 
we understand the hardship 
it is causing. We are moving 
expeditiously to bring it back 
down.”

But with the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict still raging, price pressures 
on food and energy are unlikely to 
abate any time soon.

“The implications for the US 
economy are highly uncertain,” 
the Fed statement said. “The 
invasion and related events 

are creating additional upward 
pressure on inflation and are likely 
to weigh on economic activity.”

The bank also warned that the 
pandemic-related lockdowns in 
China will likely weigh on already 
battered supply chains.

Together, these issues could 
put further pressure on consumer 
prices in the coming months.

But monetary policy tools are 
no quick fix. The Fed’s actions 
need time to take effect.

To tighten monetary conditions 
further, the central bank will also 
start rolling off its massive balance 
sheet, which got bloated during 
the pandemic.

As of June, it will let $30 billion 
worth of Treasury securities and 
$17.5 billion worth of mortgage-
backed securities run off every 
month between June and August, 
before upping these amounts 
to $60 billion and $35 billion, 
respectively, in September.

Despite payment, investors 
brace for Russia to default

Russia’s Central Bank building in Moscow.

Russia has been hit with 
extensive sanctions by the United 
States, the European Union and 
others in response to its Feb. 
24 invasion of Ukraine and its 
continuing military operation to 
take over Ukrainian territory.

T h e  C r e d i t  D e f a u l t 
Determination Committee — an 
industry group of 14 banks and 
investors that determines whether 
or not to pay on these swaps — 
said Friday that they “continue 
to monitor the situation” after 
Russia’s payment. Their next 
meeting is on May 3.

At the beginning of April, 
Russia’s finance ministry said 
it tried to make a $649 million 
payment due April 6 toward two 
bonds to an unnamed U.S. bank — 

previously reported as JPMorgan 
Chase.

At  tha t  t ime,  t ightened 
sanctions imposed for Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine prevented the 
payment from being accepted, so 
Moscow attempted to make the 
debt payment in rubles. 

The Kremlin, which repeatedly 
said it was financially able 
and willing to continue to pay 
on its debts, had argued that 
extraordinary events gave them 
the legal footing to pay in rubles, 
instead of dollars or euros.

Investors and rating agencies, 
however, disagreed and did not 
expect Russia to be able to convert 
the rubles into dollars before a 
30-day grace period expired next 
week.

US added 
428,000 

jobs in April
despite woes 

Amazon bares major SoCal expansion
Monica expansion, Amazon 
has  s igned  a  l ea se  fo r  a 
200,000-square-foot space with 
J.P. Morgan Asset Management at 
the Water Garden at 1620 26th St. 
The company expects the new site 
to begin welcoming employees in 
mid-2023.

In Irvine, Amazon has signed 
a lease with Irvine Company 
for 116,000 square feet of space 
at Spectrum Terrace at 17300 
Laguna Canyon Road, and plans 
to occupy that space later this 
year.

“Economic development, 
especially job creation, is critical 
to our city’s growth,’’ Irvine 
Mayor Farrah Khan said in a 
statement. 

“Amazon’s expansion of its 

tech hub in Irvine is a testament 
to the fantastic talent pool and 
high quality of life our city has to 
offer. Investments like Amazon’s 
act as a vote of confidence 
for Irvine and these 800 new 
corporate and tech roles will 
continue to unlock economic 
opportunity for our community,’’ 
Mayor Khan added.

Amazon also announced that 
more than 700 jobs will be 
created in San Diego.

According to the online retail 
giant, a variety of roles are already 
available, including software 
development engineers, game 
designers and user experience 
designers, along with positions 
in human resources, finance, IT 
and more.

NEW YORK - In another 
blow to the US economy, prices 
at the pump soared to fresh record 
highs.

The national average price for 
regular gasoline climbed more 
than four cents on Tuesday to 
$4.37 a gallon, according to AAA. 
That takes out the prior record of 
$4.33 set on March 11.

The gas spike — prices are up 
17 cents in the past week alone 
— will only add to inflationary 
pressures that  have raised 
recession fears, rocked financial 
markets and soured Americans’ 
views on the economy.

The national average dipped to 
as low as $4.07 a gallon in April 
after the record-setting release 
of oil from emergency reserves 
and as oil prices cooled off. But 
as industry analysts predicted at 
the time, that relief proved to be 
short-lived and minor.

Pump prices are up about 25% 
since Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
set off shockwaves in global 
energy markets.

Real gas prices, adjusted for 
inflation, would need to climb to 
above $5.30 a gallon to break the 
records set in 2008, according 
to the US Energy Information 
Administration.

Still, the latest spike in gas 
prices will only make today’s 
inflation problems worse, and for 
the most part won’t be captured 
in Wednesday’s closely watched 
inflation report.

Some analysts fear even higher 
prices are coming. Andy Lipow, 
president of Lipow Oil Associates, 
told CNN on Sunday he expects 
retail prices will jump to $4.50 a 
gallon in the next week to 10 days.

Gas prices move with a lag 
to oil, and the good news is that 
oil prices fell sharply Monday, 
perhaps taking some pressure off 
pump prices.

US oil tumbled 6% to $103.09 
a barrel on Monday, its worst day 
since late March.

Beyond concerns about China’s 
Covid lockdowns, analysts said 
oil dropped because it got swept 
up in the gloom-and-doom on 
Wall Street as stocks dropped. 

Gas prices
jump to new
record highs
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DURING Vladimir Putin’s 
rise to power and fortune, he 
and his associates are suspected 
of silencing some of those who 
raised questions about the source 
of his apparent wealth.

Possibly dozens of people have 
been killed or survived poisonings 
and other assassination attempts 
or have had their investigations 
blocked or shut down, according 
to USA TODAY interviews and a 
review of documents and reports. 
Untold numbers of others have 
long looked the other way for fear 
of similar retribution.

Now Russia’s invasion of 
IUkraine has triggered economic 
sanctions that target Putin, his 
associates and his adult children. 

Here are some of the more 
high-profile victims in the anti-
corruption effort, including 
whistleblowers who tried to figure 
out how much he is worth and 
where the Russian leader obtained 
– and hides – his riches:

Alexei Navalny
A Russian opposition leader 

and anti-corruption activist, 
Navalny spent years making 
increasingly vocal efforts to call 
attention to Putin-linked wealth, 
corruption and cronyism, then 
in 2020 was poisoned and nearly 
killed.

Months later, in January 2021, 
he was arrested after returning to 
Russia.

Navalny provided extensive 
detail about “Putin’s Palace,” a 
billion-dollar villaon the Black 
Sea. He and other whistleblowers 
have said the palace was built 
for Putin and paid for by his 
close allies’ allegedly illegal 
diversion of funds. The video and 
accompanying report described 
how “right now and for the last 15 
years the biggest bribe in history 
has been given and the most 
expensive palace in the world is 
being built.”

His nonprofit anti-corruption 
foundation then released a two-
hour documentary and 14,000-
word report detailing Putin’s rise 
to power, including his longtime 
associations with old friends from 
St. Petersburg who, according 
to advocates and years of media 
reports, have become fabulously 
wealthy in their own right.

Boris Nemtsov
A Russian opposition leader 

and activist ,  Nemtsov was 
murdered on a bridge near the 
Kremlin in 2015 after lobbying 
the U.S. Congress and European 
Par l i ament  to  inves t iga te 
suspected Putin corruption.

A phys ic is t  and  l ibera l 
politician, Nemtsov was deputy 
prime minister – and likely 
successor – to President Boris 
Yeltsin in the 1990s before Putin’s 
rise to power. He later campaigned 
on exposing corruption and 
injustice, and denouncing Russia’s 
2014 annexation of Crimea. A 
recent UK-based investigation 
found he was shadowed by an 
agent linked to a Kremlin political 
assassination team for almost a 
year before he was shot to death.

Sergei Magnitsky
A rising-star young Russian tax 

lawyer, Magnitsky died in 2009 at 
age 37 in a Russian prison after 
being beaten and denied medical 

Silenced by poison, bullets, prison:
Navalny, Nemtsov, other Putin critics

Russian President Vladimir Putin attends a flag raising ceremony 
via a video link at the Novo-Ogaryovo state residence outside 
Moscow on March 4, 2022.

Russian opposition activist Alexei Navalny during a political protest 
in Moscow in 2019, before he was poisoned and later jailed.

Nataliya Magnitskaya, mother of lawyer Sergei Magnitsky, holds 
a portrait of him and letters he sent her from jail, in 2009.

Alexander Litvinenko, former 
KGB spy, in a file photo from 
2002.

Hermitage Capital CEO and 
Kremlin critic Bill Browder in 
London in 2018.

By Josh Meyer
USA Today

attention.
Magnitsky had been hired 

by the American-born William 
Browder, at the time the biggest 
Western investor in Russia, to 
investigate the theft of taxes paid 
to the Russian government.

As Browder would later testify, 
Magnitsky helped blow the 
whistle on what he said was a $230 
million fraud scheme implicating 
Putin. Eleven months later, he was 
dead. The Kremlin said he died 
of a heart attack, but Magnitsky’s 
family and investigators said he 
was tied to a bed and beaten to 
death by eight prison guards with 
rubber batons.

William Browder
Founder and CEO of Hermitage 

Capital, Browder helped persuade 
the U.S. government to pass the 
Magnitsky Act in his former 
lawyer’s name in 2012. The law 
allows the U.S. to sanction certain 
officials and prevent them from 
hiding money in the United States.

T h e  L o n d o n - b a s e d 
entrepreneurtestified before 
Congress in 2017 that Putin was 
the “richest man in the world,” 
worth $200 billion, and that “the 
purpose of the Putin regime has 
been to commit terrible crimes 
in order to get that money.” 
Browder also testified he has “had 
numerous threats from all up and 

down the Russian government 
for my own life” for speaking out 
against Putin-led corruption and 
for pushing to “freeze assets and 
ban visas of the people who killed 
Sergei Magnitsky and the people 
who commit other gross human 
rights abuses” in Russia.

According to Browder ’s 
testimony, “There are seven people 
who have died either from murder 
or suspicious circumstances, 
and there’s a number of other 
attempted murders” in connection 
with the Magnitsky Act and 
related efforts to uncover Kremlin 
corruption. (One, Magnitsky 
family lawyer Nikolai Gorokhov, 
survived a plunge from a fourth-
floor balcony right before he was 
supposed to testify in court about 
it, a fall he later said was “no 
accident.”) 

Vladimir Kara-Murza
A  s t a u n c h  s u p p o r t e r 

ofMagnitsky’s, Kara-Murza was 
poisoned twice and nearly died 
from multiple organ failures after 
what he says were assassination 
attempts by Russian agents.

A longtime colleague of 
Nemtsov’s, Kara-Murza was 
instrumental in the passage of the 
original Magnitsky legislation, 
which imposed targeted sanctions 
on Russian human rights violators. 

He was left in a coma after both 
attempts on his life, in 2015 
and 2017, but recovered. Both 
incidents were widely viewed by 
Russian opposition figures as the 
Russian government’s retribution 
for his work on the Magnitsky 
sanctions.

Then-Sen. John McCain, 
R-Ariz., advocated for Kara-
Murza after the poisoning, 
writing: “Now those who fear 
Vladimir’s voice have tried again 
to quiet it forever. I pray they 
haven’t, and I ask Americans and 
righteous people everywhere to be 
his voice in his absence.”

McCain instructed that Kara-
Murza be one of the pallbearers at 
his funeral as a final dig at Putin.

K a r a - M u r z a  r e m a i n e d 
a government critic and was 
arrested in Russia in early April 
and charged with spreading false 
information about the military.

Alexander Litvinenko
A former spy for the Russian 

Federal Security Service (FSB), 
the successor to the KGB, 
Litvinenko was poisoned in 
London in 2006 after sipping tea 
spiked with a lethal radioactive 
poison known as polonium-210.

Litvinenko had defected to the 
U.K. and became a prominent 
critic of Putin, coining the 
phrase “mafia state” to describe 
rampant Kremlin corruption and 
kleptocracy. The European Court 
of Human Rights ruled in 2021 that 
Russia assassinated Litvinenko 
and ordered Putin’s government to 
pay his wife 122,500 euros.

Litvinenko had also crossed 
Putin by writing two highly 
critical books, “Blowing Up 
Russia: Terror from Within” and 
“Lubyanka Criminal Group.” 
The first accused Russian secret 
services of staging deadly 
apartment bombings and other 
terrorist acts in 1999 to bring Putin 
to power. He also accused Putin 
of ordering the assassination of 
Russian anti-corruption journalist 

Anna Politkovskaya in 2006.
Marina Salye
An outspoken St. Petersburg 

city official, Salye became one 
of the earliest critics of Putin’s 
accumulation of wealth in the 
early 1990s, after he returned from 
his undercover KGB mission in 
East Germany and began working 
as deputy mayor for international 
relations.

In one of many documented 
conspiracies, Salye and others 
accused Putin of scheming to give 
lucrative export licenses for raw 
materials, including oil products, 
timber, aluminum and cotton. 
The deals were intended to raise 
money to feed hungry residents.

But Salye and another city 
official, Yuri Gladkov, found 
that as much as $122 million 
had vanished and said the barter 
scheme was a scam to enrich Putin 
and his cronies while the city’s 
population continued to starve. 
They alsodeveloped suspicions 
about the disbursement of another 
$900 million in city funds. In 
2000, after campaigning against 
Putin’s run for president of 
Russia, she was threatened and 
went into hiding, reemerging a 
decade later to share publicly her 
documentation of Putin’s alleged 
corruption.

Salye died in 2012 after urging 
that Putin be tried for corruption. 
Gladkov died in 2007 from what 
some associates suspected was 
poisoning by mercury intoxication 
or other exposure to heavy metals.

Sergei Kolesnikov
A Russian businessman who 

left Russia out of fear for his 
personal safety, Kolesnikov 
in 2010 publicly exposed a 
gargantuan Black Sea palace 
allegedly commissioned by Putin 
and built with more than $1 billion 
in illegally diverted funds.

Kolesnikov provided four 
pages of detail about what has 
come to be known as “Putin’s 
Palace” in a whistleblower letter to 
then-President Dmitry Medvedev, 
urging him to investigate the 
corruption surrounding Putin, 
who was prime minister at the 
time because of an eight-year term 
limit on presidents.

Vladimir Kara-Murza testifies during a hearing to discuss justice 
for for slain Russian political opposition leader Boris Nemtsov, in 
Washington, D.C., in 2018.

(See PUTIN, Page 13)
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HANOI  - -  The ongoing 
conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine has disrupted supplies 
of fuels and materials to Vietnam, 
pushing up the country’s inflation, 
as well as adversely affecting the 
country’s economic growth, local 
experts have said.

While supply disruptions 
caused by the global COVID-19 
pandemic have not come to an 
end, firms in Vietnam have to 
face increasing thinner supplies of 
fuels and materials for production 
due to the conflict, Le Hoang Anh, 
a senior researcher at the Ho Chi 
Minh City University of Banking, 
told Xinhua on Friday.

“The Russia-Ukraine conflict 
has lifted production costs of 
d i ffe rent  goods ,  resu l t ing 
in inflation in many nations, 
including Vietnam, and hampering 
their economic growth,” Anh 
noted.

Since Russia launched a special 
military operation in Ukraine on 
Feb. 24, many countries have 
imposed rounds of sanctions 
including severe f inancial 
restrictions on Moscow, which 
has led to delay and disruption in 
payments through banks as well 
as in goods delivery, and surge in 
transport cost.

“It is hard for companies to 
fulfill already-signed contracts 
and to ink new ones. Many goods 
orders have been delayed or 
cancelled,” Truong Dinh Hoe, 
general secretary of the Vietnam 
Association of Seafood Exporters 
and Processors, said at a seminar 
on Vietnam’s import-export held 
on April 20.

Vietnamese enterprises have 
had difficulties in importing 
certain goods from Russia, and 
in exporting products to Russia 
and Ukraine. Meanwhile, they 
have had to encounter fiercer 
competition in buying materials 
from other  markets ,  Pham 
Binh An, deputy head of the 
Ho Chi Minh City Institute for 
Development Studies, said at the 
seminar.

“Rapid increase in prices of 
materials has fueled inflation 
pressure .  Higher  inf la t ion 
pressure plus risks in logistics 
and international payment has 
placed a heavy burden on import 
and export activities,” An stated.

An’s statement was echoed by 
Nguyen Bich Lam, former head 
of the General Statistics Office 
under the Ministry of Planning 
and Investment.

“The Russia-Ukraine crisis is 
one of the main reasons for the 
increase in commodity prices 
in the world market,” Lam told 
local reporters on Monday. “The 
production output and export 
market share of some fuels and 
materials for production and 
consumption such as petroleum, 
gas, wheat, corn, aluminum and 
nickel of Russia and Ukraine are 
very big.”

I f  the  tens ion  pers i s t s , 
Lam continued, “it may cause 

Russia-Ukraine conflict
hits Vietnam’s economy

While supply disruptions caused by the global 
COVID-19 pandemic have not come to an end, 

firms in Vietnam have to face increasing thinner 
supplies of fuels and materials for production 

due to the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

Employees make clothes for export at a textile and garment com-
pany in My Hao district, Hung Yen province, Vietnam, March 29, 
2022.

A staff member loads fertilizer at a fertilizer company in Ca Mau 
city, Ca Mau province, Vietnam, Jan. 25, 2022

People line up to get fuel for their motorbikes at a gas station in 
Hanoi, Vietnam, April 21, 2022.

difficulties for the supply of 
these materials and fuels in the 
near future, affecting Vietnam’s 
e c o n o m i c  r e c o v e r y  a n d 
development.”

In the first four months of 
2022, prices of petroleum and 
oil products in the Vietnamese 
markets rose 48.8 percent from the 
same period last year, contributing 
1.76 percentage points to the 
overall consumer price index 
(CPI) of 2.1 percent.

The country has planned to 
keep CPI below 4 percent in 2022, 
while experts said it might be 
difficult to achieve.

“Besides prices of petroleum 
and gas, prices of food, cotton, 
animal feeds, fertilizers, metals 
and construction steel will put 
great pressure on Vietnam’s 
inflation control target this year,” 
said Lam.

Similarly, To Trung Thanh, 
a local expert at the National 
Economics University, during a 
conference on Vietnam’s economy 
in 2021 and 2022 held in April, 
also said that the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict has pushed up energy 
prices, greatly affecting Vietnam’s 
production and pressurizing its 
inflation target this year.

“Vietnam is likely to reach the 
economic growth target of 6.5 
percent in 2022, but it is difficult 
to achieve the CPI target of below 
4 percent,” Thanh stated.

The combined trade of Vietnam 
with Russia and Ukraine stood at 
7.6 billion U.S. dollars in 2021, 
accounting for 1.2 percent of 
Vietnam’s total import-export 
turnover, according to data from 
the Vietnamese Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. Specifically, 

the two-way trade between 
Vietnam and Russia was over 7.1 
billion dollars, up 25.9 percent 
from 2020.

According to Lam, with the 
Russian market, Vietnam enjoyed 
a trade surplus of more than 2.6 
billion U.S. dollars last year. Its 
key items exported to Russia 
included phones and components; 
computers, electronic appliances 
and components; and garments 
and textiles. Export of these three 
groups of Vietnamese products to 
Russia is being affected the most 
by the conflict.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict 
has dealt a major shock to 
commodity markets, altering 
g loba l  pa t t e rn s  o f  t r ade , 
production, and consumption 
in ways that will keep prices at 
historically high levels through 
the end of 2024, said the World 
Bank (WB)’s latest Commodity 
Markets Outlook released on 
April 26.

Last month, the WB lowered its 
forecast for Vietnam’s economic 
growth this year to 5.3 percent, 
down from the projection of 6.5 

People take photos at a beach 
in Vietnam’s central city of Da 
Nang, April 29, 2022.

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka –Sri 
Lanka’s worst economic crisis 
has triggered an unprecedented 
wave of spontaneous protests as 
the island nation of 22 million 
people struggles with prolonged 
power cuts and a shortage of 
essentials, including fuel and 
medicines.

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa, 
who resigned this week, had 
come under growing pressure for 
its mishandling of the economy, 
and the country has suspended 
foreign debt payments in an effort 
to preserve its paltry foreign 
exchange reserves.

How did it get to this?
Economic mismanagement 

by successive governments 
weakened Sri Lanka’s public 
finances, leaving its national 
expenditure in excess of its 
income, and the production of 
tradable goods and services at an 
inadequate level.

The situation was exacerbated 
by deep tax cuts enacted by the 
Rajapaksa government soon after 
it took office in 2019, which 
came just months before the 
COVID-19 crisis.

The pandemic wiped out parts 
of its economy – mainly the 
lucrative tourism industry – while 
an inflexible foreign exchange 
rate sapped remittances from its 
foreign workers.

Rating agencies, concerned 
about government finances 
and its inability to repay large 
foreign debt, downgraded Sri 
Lanka’s credit ratings from 2020 
onwards, eventually locking 
the country out of international 
financial markets.

But to keep its economy 
afloat, the government still leaned 
heavily on its foreign exchange 
reserves, eroding them by more 
than 70% in two years.

By March,  Sr i  Lanka’s 
reserves stood at only $1.93 
billion, insufficient to even 
cover a month of imports, and 
leading to spiraling shortages of 
everything from diesel to some 
food items.

JP Morgan analysts estimate 
the country’s gross debt servicing 
would amount to $7 billion this 
year, with the current account 
deficit coming in around $3 
billion.

What did the government 
do?

F a c e d  w i t h  a  r a p i d l y 
d e t e r i o r a t i n g  e c o n o m i c 
environment, the Rajapaksa 
government chose to wait, 
instead of moving quickly and 
seeking help from the IMF and 
other sources.

Sri Lanka’s reluctance
to tap IMF helped push
it into economic abyss

For months, opposition leaders 
and experts urged the government 
to act, but it held its ground, hoping 
for tourism to bounce back and 
remittances to recover.

Newly appointed Finance 
Minister Ali Sabry told Reuters 
in an interview in April that key 
officials within the government 
and Sri Lanka’s central bank did 
not understand the gravity of the 
problem and were reluctant to have 
the IMF step in. Sabry, along with 
a new central bank governor, was 
brought in as part of a new team 
to tackle the situation.

But, aware of the brewing crisis, 
the government did seek help from 
countries, including India and 
China. Last December, the then-
finance minister traveled to New 
Delhi to arrange $1.9 billion in 
credit lines and swaps from India.

A month later,  President 
Rajapaksa  asked  China  to 
restructure repayments on around 
$3.5 billion of debt owed to Beijing, 
which in late 2021 also provided 
Sri Lanka with a $1.5-billion yuan-
denominated swap.

What happens next?
Finance Minister Sabry has 

started talks with the IMF for a 
loan package of up to $3 billion 
over three years.

An IMF program, which 
typically mandates fiscal discipline 
from borrowers, is also expected 
to help Sri Lanka draw assistance 
of another $1 billion from other 
multilateral agencies such as 
the World Bank and the Asian 
Development Bank.

In all, the country needs around 
$3 billion in bridge financing 
over the next six months to help 
restore supplies of essential items 
including fuel and medicine.

India is open to providing DSri 
Lanka with another $2 billion to 
reduce the country’s dependence 
on China, sources have told 
Reuters.

Sri Lanka has also sought a 
further $500-million credit line 
from India for fuel.

With China, too, the government 
is in discussions for a $1.5-billion 
credit line and a syndicated loan of 
up to $1 billion. Besides the swap 
last year, Beijing also extended a 
$1.3-billion syndicated loan to Sri 
Lanka at the start of the pandemic. 
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Xilian.
Bei j ing  has  p ra i sed  i t s 

relationship with Duterte ever 
since his first visit to China -- 
described by Chinese leader 
Xi Jinping last month as “an 
ice-breaking trip marking a 
milestone in the history of China-
Philippines relations”, with Xi 
also saying China “stands ready” 
to “constantly elevate” relations.

The goodwill appears to 
extend to Marcos, who has been 
building a rapport with Chinese 
Ambassador Huang Xilian in 
recent months. Huang said during 
an event in October that it was a 
“great honor” to meet Marcos and 
that as those in support of Sino-
Philippines ties, “together, we are 
opening a brighter future.”

When it comes to the US, one 
issue is a human rights suit in the 
US seeking compensation for the 
victims of the late, elder Marcos’ 
brutal regime.

Analysts suggest could this 
complicate any future presidential 
visit to the United States, were 
Marcos to win. While Marcos 
has recently characterized the 
relationship with the United States 
as “special,” a perceived snub 
from the White House could push 
Marcos closer to Beijing.

But how far he could lean 
toward China may be constrained 
by a public that wants to see a 
pragmatic, but firmer line on 
China than they did under Duterte, 
according to Richard Heydarian, 
a professor of political science 
at Polytechnic University of 
the Philippines. Marcos would 
also need to manage a military 
establishment that’s critical of 
China, he added.

“And for (Robredo), she also 
cannot go for a confrontational 
policy towards China, because 
the reality is that the majority 
of Filipinos and the Philippine 
military, even, recognize the 
Phil ippines’ l imitat ions in 
terms of standing up to China 
... (and) a lot of Filipinos also 
expressed their willingness to 
support economically productive 
relations with China,” he said, 
adding Robredo too is open to 
economic engagement, insofar as 
it doesn’t conflict with Philippine 

sovereignty.
Duterte’s own final years in 

office underline the sensitive 
balance, as the President dialed 
back his own rhetoric against 
the United States, not only 
backing out of a vow to end 
the agreement governing the 
presence of American forces in the 
country, but hosting a large joint 
military exercise with US troops 
and pushing back on Chinese 
maritime presence -- amid a rising 
sense that China has not delivered 
on promises to the Philippines.

“The reality is that China 
was not reciprocating President 
Duterte’s charm offensive ... 
China’s pledges of investment, 
which were largely illusory, made 
Duterte make a lot of geopolitical 
concessions,” Heydarian said, 
adding that in the meantime China 
continued to press its own claims.

Uncertain future
Whether, or to what extent, 

Marcos would try to extend 
Duterte’s pivot to China is 
elected is not yet clear, experts 
say, pointing to the absence of 
a detailed foreign policy -- or 
information on who would lead 
his foreign affairs.

But there are signs that Marcos, 
unlike Robredo, may hew more 
closely to Duterte when it comes 
to handling issues in the South 
China Sea.

Robredo has made clear 
t h roughou t  he r  campa ign 
that she would engage China 
multilaterally, relying on strength 
in numbers alongside friendly 
nations “to help a small country 
like the Philippines do what it 
takes to use the 2016 (South 

China Sea) arbitration award ... 
(toward its) national interest,” 
said Charmaine Misalucha-
Willoughby, an associate professor 
of international studies at De La 
Salle University in Manila, the 
Philippines.

For Robredo to allow certain 
deals with China, like joint oil 
exploration in the South China 
Sea, the “buck stops” with 
whether China acknowledges the 
court ruling on the Philippines’ 
claims, she added.

Marcos, too, in a debate earlier 
this year, appeared tough on China 
-- saying he would send warships 
to the South China Sea to protect 
Philippines’ territorial claims. 
But a dearth of details has raised 
questions as to whether this was 
an idle claim. Instead, analysts 
point to his long-standing calls 
for bilateral resolution.

“Marcos has insisted that he 
will deal with China in a more 
bilateral manner, which somehow 
is what Beijing wants ... and 
puts the Philippines, again, in a 
position of weakness,” said Aries 
Arugay, a visiting fellow at the 
ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute in 
Singapore.

But Arugay, too, points to 
the issue of balance, adding that 
even if Marcos pursues a deeper 
relationship with Beijing, that 
may not necessarily come at the 
expense of a relationship with 
the US.

“Just like any other Philippine 
President, if he wins, (Marcos) 
will also try and approach the US, 
because whatever happens, the 
new President will have a chance 
for a reboot,” he said.

Ferdinand Marcos Jr. with Chinese Ambassador and Mrs. Huang 
Xilian

(From Page 5)
MARCOS: Poll victory a win for China

SEOUL, South Korea  — 
North Korea flight-tested a 
ball ist ic  missi le that  was 
likely fired from a submarine 
on Saturday, South Korea’s 
military said, continuing a 
provocative streak in weapons 
demonst ra t ions  tha t  may 
culminate with a nuclear test in 
the coming weeks or months.

South Korea’s Joint Chiefs 
of Staff said the launch occurred 
from waters near the eastern 
port city of Sinpo, where North 
Korea has a major shipyard 
building submarines. It said 
the short-range missile flew 
600 kilometers (372 miles) 
at a maximum altitude of 60 
kilometers (37 miles) but it 
didn’t immediately provide 
details about the submarine that 
would have been involved in 
the launch.

South Korean and U.S. 
intelligence officials were 
analyzing the launch, the 
military said, describing it 
as a clear violation of U.N. 
Security Council resolutions and 
a “serious threatening act that 
harms international peace and 
stability.”

Japanese Prime Minister 

M A N I L A —  A m e r i c a n 
financial services giant J.P. 
Morgan dropped the Philippines 
to the bottom of an investment list 
comprised of its Southeast Asian 
peers in a new report released 
after it became clear Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr., the 
namesake son of the late dictator, 
was headed for a landslide win on 
Monday’s presidential elections.

J.P. Morgan did not mention 
Marcos’ name in the May 9 
report that flagged rising risks 
from high public debt and 
surging inflation – factors it said 
would slow economic growth 
and hurt corporate profits. 
De t a i l i ng  i t s  “new o rde r 
of preference in Asean”, J.P 
Morgan ranked the Philippines 
behind close neighbors Vietnam, 
Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia.

It also advised investors 
to lessen their exposure to 
local stocks given its view to 
“downgrade the Philippines to 
underweight.”

“We recommend selling into a 
possible post-election hope rally,” 
J.P. Morgan said in the report, 
which was shared by clients 
to media outlets on Tuesday 
morning.

TAIPEI - Taiwan hopes that 
the world would sanction China 
like it is sanctioning Russia for its 
war on Ukraine if Beijing invaded 
the island, Foreign Minister 
Joseph Wu said on Saturday.

Taiwan has joined in Western-
led sanctions on Russia for its 
invasion of Ukraine, and on 
Friday added Belarus to that list.

The  moves  a re  l a rge ly 
symbolic given Taiwan’s minimal 
levels of direct trade with Belarus 
or Russia.

But Ukraine’s plight has won 
broad public sympathy in Taiwan 
due to what many people view 
as the parallels between what 
is happening in the European 
country and what could happen if 
China ever uses force to bring the 
island it claims as its own under 
Chinese control.

Speaking to reporters in Taipei 
at an event to mark the founding of 
what would become the European 
Union, Wu said it was important 

Taiwan hopes world would 
sanction China if it invades

to stand with others in denouncing 
the invasion and sanctioning both 
Russia and Belarus.

“In the future, if we are 
threatened with force by China, 
or are invaded, of course we hope 
the international community can 
understand and support Taiwan, 
and sanction these kinds of 
aggressive behaviours,” he added.

“So Taiwan stands with the 
international community, and 
takes these actions,” Wu said, 
referring to the sanctions.

Taiwan has raised its alert level 
since the Ukraine war began, 
wary of China making a similar 
move, though the government in 
Taipei has reported no signs of an 
imminent Chinese attack.

C h i n a ,  w h i c h  h a s  n o t 
condemned Russia’s invasion, has 
dismissed any comparisons with 
Taiwan, saying it is not a country 
and merely a Chinese province, a 
view the democratically-elected 
government in Taipei strongly 
disputes.

Speaking at the same event, 
Taiwan parliament speaker You Si-
kun said Ukraine has “performed 
very well”, standing up to Russia 
for more than 70 days, earning 
Taiwan’s “admiration”.

“We hope  Ukra ine  wi l l 
definitely be victorious, and stand 
firm to the end to victory.”

Taiwan Foreign Minister Joseph 
WU

A view of the exterior of the JPMorgan Chase & Co corporate 
headquarters in New York City

JP Morgan drops PH
to bottom of Asean

investment preference
list after May 9 polls

As the market  reopened 
after the elections on May 
10, the benchmark Philippine 
Stock Exchange Index (PSEi) 
plummeted by as much as 3.14 
percent before paring losses to end 
the session down by 0.58 percent.

The drop erased about P142 
billion in market value on Tuesday, 
valuing the local stock market at 
P13.75 trillion, PSE data showed.

It came amid a selloff in 
regional and US equities as 
investors worried about rising 
economic recession risks as 
central banks around the world 
move to cool red-hot inflation.

“Philippines equities face 
myriad challenges, including 
twin deficits, higher inflation, 
slower government spending in 
the quarters after the election 
(transition pain), high public 
debt, risk of a valuation derating 
and potential earnings growth 
disappointment,” J.P. Morgan 
said.

I N G  s e n i o r  P h i l i p p i n e 
economist Nicholas Antonio 
Mapa said they were hoping the 
incoming administration would 
shed light on plans to grow the 
economy while facing inflationary 
pressures in the postpandemic 
period.

N. Korea test fired missile 
from submarine - S. Korea

Fumio Kishida in response to the 
missile firing ordered officials to 
prepare for all “unforeseeable 
situations” and secure the safety 
of aircraft and ships. There 
were no immediate reports of 
damage. South Korea’s national 
security director Suh Hoon and 
other senior officials during an 
emergency National Security 
Council meeting denounced the 
launch and urged North Korea to 
return to long-stalled talks aimed 
at defusing the nuclear standoff, 
Seoul’s presidential office said.

It was apparently North 
Korea’s first demonstration of 
a submarine-launched missile 
system since October last year, 
when it fired a new short-range 
missile from the 8.24 Yongung 
– its only known submarine 
capable of launching a missile. 

On Wednesday, the South 
Korean and Japanese militaries 
detected a suspected ballistic 
missile fired from near the 
capital ,  Pyongyang.  Both 
exercises come ahead of the 
inauguration on Tuesday of 
South Korean President-elect 
Yoon Suk Yeol, who has vowed 
to take a tougher approach over 
the North’s nuclear ambitions.
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A business associate of a 
Putin ally, Kolesnikov wrote 
that the palace in an exclusive 
part of Gelendzhik Bay was 
paid for through “corruption, 
bribery and theft,” including 
secret contributions by Roman 
Abramovich and other top 
oligarchs. “This unpleasant tale of 
illegal payments, with threats, and 
with rampant corruption portends 
poorly for our beloved nation 
as we continue to struggle to 
improve the lives of all Russians 
and be a full partner in the global 
community of nations that ascribes 
to the rule of law.”

Andrey Zykov
A lieutenant colonel and 

organized crime investigator 
with Russia’s Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, Zykov was one of the 

first government officials to focus 
on Putin and his alleged ties 
to organized crime figures and 
criminal racketeering conspiracies 
in St. Petersburg in the 1990s.

Z y k o v  i n i t i a l l y  b e g a n 
investigating Putin and his small 
circle of friends who founded the 
Ozero (Lake) Dacha Cooperative, 
an exclusive gated community 
on Lake Komsomolsk. When 
Putin became president, Criminal 
Case #144128, known widely as 
“Putin’s case,” was shut down and 
forced into retirement.

He spoke at length in a 2015 
Radio Free Europe documentary 
“Who Is Mr. Putin” about Putin 
corruption – but no longer wishes 
to talk publicly, the film’s co-
producer Anastasia Kirilenko told 
USA TODAY.

Flowers at a farewell ceremony for Russian opposition leader Boris 
Nemtsov in Moscow in 2015.

PUTIN: Critics silenced
(From Page 10)

CANBERRA, Australia 
-- Australia’s foreign minister 
has met her Solomon Islands 
counterpart for the first time 
since the South Pacific nation 
signed a security pact with 
China, which has raised concerns 
about Beijing’s encroachment on 
Australia’s doorstep.

Foreign Minister Marise 
Payne said Saturday she met the 
Solomon Islands’ Development 
Planning and Aid Coordination 
Minister Jeremiah Manele in 
the Australian east coast city of 
Brisbane as he transited through 
the airport on Friday night.

“Australia has been consistent 
and clear in stating our respect 
for Solomon Islands’ sovereign 
decision-making, however we 
have reiterated our deep concerns 
about the security agreement 
with China, including the lack of 
transparency,” Payne’s office said 
in a statement.

Payne’s office said the two 
agreed that Australia remained 
the Solomon Islands’ security 
partner of choice and that the 
Solomon Islands would not host 
a foreign military base less than 
2,000 kilometers (1,200 miles) off 

COLOMBO, Sri Lanka - 
In the wake of the widespread 
violence in Sri Lanka that left 
five people dead, resigned Prime 
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa and 
his family on Tuesday took refuge 
at a naval base in Trincomalee 
after leaving Colombo under 
heavy security.

Rajapaksa, his wife Shiranthi, 
and their youngest son Rohitha 
and his family, left the Prime 
Minister’s official residence, 
Temple Trees, early Tuesday 
morning on board an Air Force 
helicopter and have now taken 
refuge at the heavily guarded 
naval base, an informed military 
source said.

Reports have also revealed 
that Rajapaksa’s second son, 
Yositha, who was also the former 
Prime Minister’s Secretary, and 
his family had left the country on 
Monday.

F o l l o w i n g  R a j a p a k s a ’s 
resignation on Monday and the 
ensuing violence started by the 
pro-government protesters, the 
anti-government demonstrators 
surrounded Temple Trees and tried 
to forcibly enter the premises.

Military were rushed to his 
protection and the police fired tear 
gas and water cannons to disperse 
the violent mob.

In retaliation, the protesters 
torched vehicles parked outside 
the residence house and the 

Sri Lanka PM quits, takes refuge
at naval base amid mass protests

In this file photo taken on August 9, 2020, Sri Lankas Prime Min-
ister Mahinda Rajapaksa signs documents during his swearing-in 
ceremony at the sacred Kelaniya Raja Maha Buddhist temple, 
outside the capital Colombo. 

military resorted to shooting in 
the air.

At least five people, including 
an MP, were killed and over 200 
others injured as a result of the 
violence.

The island nation, hit by the 
most severe economic crisis since 
gaining independence in 1948, is 
currently without a government 
and Speaker Mahinda Yapa 
Abeywardena has urged President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa to summon 
Parliament immediately.

With a severe financial crisis 
due to dollar crunch and inflation, 
protests that started on March 31 
have been continuing throughout 
the country demanding the 

Rajapaksas to resign.
In the wake of the protests, 

the cabinet resigned but Mahinda 
Rajapakse formed a new cabinet 
under his leadership.

With lack of fuel and gas and 
hours-long power cuts, people 
took to the streets and demanded 
that the immediate resignation of 
the government.

M e a n w h i l e ,  P r e s i d e n t 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa has has 
urged the opposition to form an 
all-party government, but the 
latter has refused to do so until he 
steps down.

On Monday, trade unions 
launched an indefinite nationwide 
strike demanding the President to 
resign.

TOKYO, Japan  – Eight 
Chinese naval vessels, including 
an aircraft carrier, passed between 
islands in Japan’s southern 
Okinawa chain on Monday, May 
2, Japan’s defense ministry said in 
a news release.

The ships, which included 
several destroyers, sailed between 
the main Okinawa island and 
Miyakojima, according to the 
ministry. 

Al though  there  was  no 
incursion into Japan’s territorial 
waters, helicopters on board the 
Liaoning carrier took off and 
landed, the ministry said.

China’s Defense Ministry did 
not answer calls seeking comment 
during a national holiday.

Australian Foreign Minister Marise Payne

Australia, Solomon
Islands ministers

discuss China pact
Australia’s northeast coast.

Manele could not be contacted 
for comment on Saturday.

The United States has said it 
will take unspecified action against 
the Solomon Islands should the 
agreement with China pose a 
threat to U.S. or allied interests. 
The Solomon Islands Prime 
Minister Manasseh Sogavare 
told Parliament this week that 
opponents of the security pact 
with China had threatened his 
country “with invasion.”

Australian Trade Minister 
Dan Tehan told Australian 
Broadcasting Corp. the two 
ministers had a “very productive 
conversation.” Australia said a 
Chinese base in the Solomon 
Islands was not in the interests of 
the region, Tehan said.

“What we want to do is to be 
making sure that we’re presenting 
a very strong case as to why it is 
incredibly important that we don’t 
see militarization of the Pacific 
islands,” Tehan said.

Te h a n  s a i d  P a y n e  a n d 
Manele also discussed how 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison’s 
conservative government needed 
to keep working on the bilateral 
relationship.

Chinese carrier sails near Okinawa

A Chinese carrier fleet near Okinawa waters.
The US 7th Fleet, part of the 

Navy’s Pacific force, did not 
immediately respond to a request 
for comment. Taiwan’s Defense 
Ministry said it would monitor the 
movements of the carrier group, 
and described the situation as 

“normal.”
It was the first time that a 

Chinese aircraft carrier was 
confirmed to have passed through 
the area since December last year, 
according to Japanese national 
broadcaster NHK. 

TOKYO — Japan should 
focus more on peaceful diplomacy 
with China instead of on military 
deterrence as tensions rise around 
Chinese-claimed Taiwan, the 
governor of the nearby southern 
Japanese island of Okinawa said 
Friday. He also urged that the 
burden on Okinawa of hosting a 
majority of the American troops 
in Japan be reduced.

“We are strongly alarmed,” 
Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki 
said of discussions in parliament 
about the possibility of a security 
emergency involving Taiwan, 
and concerns that Okinawa, 600 
kilometers (370 miles) away, 
could become embroiled in it.

Ta m a k i  w a s  s p e a k i n g 
online from the prefectural 
capital of Naha ahead of the 
50th anniversary of Okinawa’s 
return to Japan on May 15, 1972, 
20 years after most of Japan 
regained independence from the 
U.S. occupation following World 
War II.

Okinawa urges Tokyo to reduce China tensions

Okinawa Gov. Denny Tamaki

There is concern in Okinawa, 
with its continuing heavy U.S. 
military presence, over rising 
tensions resulting from China’s 
increasingly assertive military 
actions in the region and its 
rivalry with the United States. 
There is also worry that the 
Russian invasion of Ukraine 
might embolden Beijing.

China claims independently 
governed Taiwan as its own 
territory, and controlling the 

island is a key component of 
Beijing’s political and military 
thinking. In October, Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping reiterated that 
“reunification of the nation must 
be realized, and will definitely be 
realized.”

In what Beijing calls a warning 
to advocates of Taiwanese 
independence and their foreign 
allies, China has been staging 
threatening military exercises and 
flying fighter planes near Taiwan’s 
airspace, including on Feb. 24, the 
day Russia began its invasion of 
Ukraine.

“Any escalation of problems 
over the Taiwan Strait and the 
contingency of Okinawa being a 
target of attack must never happen 
or be allowed to happen,” Tamaki 
said.

The ongoing tension has 
rekindled fears among Okinawans 
that they may be sacrificed again 
by mainland Japan, as in the Battle 
of Okinawa that killed some 
200,000 people.
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and Republicans largely rallying 
around a call to help the nation as 
it faces Russian attack.

Lawmakers unveiled bill 
text earlier in the day ahead of 
the House vote. The legislation 
the House approved provides 
funding for  a  long l is t  of 
priorities, including military and 
humanitarian assistance.

The bill includes an increase 
in  p res iden t ia l  d rawdown 
authority funding from the $5 
billion the Biden administration 
originally requested to $11 
billion. Presidential drawdown 
authority funding allows the 
administration to send military 
equipment and weapons from US 
stocks. This has been one of the 
main ways the administration has 
provided Ukrainians with military 
equipment quickly over the past 
75 days of the conflict in Ukraine.

In the Ukraine aid supplemental 
that was signed into law in mid-
March, $3 billion in this kind of 
funding was included. The Biden 
administration has been using 

that funding to provide military 
assistance to Ukraine in a series of 
presidential drawdown authority 
packages. The latest package of 
$150 million was authorized on 
May 6.

The bill also provides $6 billion 
in Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative funding, another way 
the Biden administration has been 
providing Ukraine with military 
assistance. USAI funding allows 
the administration to buy weapons 
from contractors and then provide 
those weapons to Ukraine, so this 
method does not draw directly 
from US stocks.

According to a fact sheet 
from House Democrats, the 
funding will be used to assist 
Ukrainian military and national 
security forces and will go toward 
weapons, equipment, training, 
logistics and intelligence support 
as well as other needs.

There will also be roughly 
$9 billion to help restock US 
equipment that has been sent to 
Ukraine. That comes as many 
lawmakers have raised concerns 

about replacing US stocks of 
weapons the US is giving to 
Ukraine, especially stingers and 
javelin missiles.

To address humanitarian needs, 
the bill will include $900 million 
to bolster refugee assistance, 
including housing,  t rauma 
support, and English language 
instruction for Ukrainians fleeing 
the country.

The measure provides an 
additional $54 million that will be 
used for public health and medical 
support for Ukrainian refugees.

“This package, which builds 
on the robust support already 
secured by Congress, will be 
pivotal in helping Ukraine defend 
not only its nation but democracy 
for the world,” Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi said in a letter to House 
Democrats on Tuesday after the 
bill text was released.

The House vote comes after 
Biden called on Congress to 
“immediately” pass a new 
Ukrainian aid bill as he warned 
that existing aid would soon run 
out.

(From Page 1)

HOUSE: Passes $40B Ukraine aid bill

KYIV/KHARKIV, Ukraine  
– Vladimir Putin exhorted 
Russians to battle in a defiant 
Victory Day speech on Monday, 
but was silent about plans for any 
escalation in Ukraine, despite 
Western warnings he might use 
his Red Square address to order a 
national mobilisation.

In Ukraine, there was no let up 
in fighting, with Kyiv reporting 
missile strikes in the southern port 
of Odesa and a renewed push by 
Russian forces to defeat the last 
Ukrainian troops holding out in 
a steelworks in ruined Mariupol.

Monday’s annual parade in 
Moscow – with the usual ballistic 
missiles and tanks rumbling across 
the cobblestones – was easily the 
most closely watched since the 
1945 defeat of the Nazis that it 
celebrates.

Western capitals had openly 
speculated for weeks that Putin 
was driving his forces to achieve 
enough progress by the symbolic 
date to declare victory – but with 
few gains so far, might instead 
announce a national call-up for 
war.

The Russian president did 
neither, but repeated his assertions 
that his forces were again fighting 
Nazis.

“You are fighting for the 
Motherland, for its future, so that 
no one forgets the lessons of World 
War Two. So that there is no place 
in the world for executioners, 
castigators and Nazis,” Putin 
said from the tribune outside the 
Kremlin walls.

Ukraine’s President Volodymyr 
Zelenskiy, in his own speech, 
promised Ukrainians they would 
triumph.

“On the Day of Victory over 
Nazism, we are fighting for a new 
victory. The road to it is difficult, 
but we have no doubt that we will 
win,” said Zelenskiy, wearing 
plain army garb with his shirt 
sleeves rolled up.

In Washington, where sources 
say Democratic lawmakers 
have agreed on a $40 billion aid 
proposal for Ukraine, including a 
massive new weapons package, 
the White House described Putin’s 
remarks as “revisionist history that 

ZAPORIZHZHIA, Ukraine  
— Ukraine’s natural gas pipeline 
operator on Wednesday stopped 
Russian shipments through a key 
hub in the east of the country, 
while its president, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy, said Kyiv’s military 
had made small gains, pushing 
Russian forces out of four villages 
near Kharkiv.

The pipeline operator said 
Russian shipments through 
i ts  Novopskov hub,  in  an 
area controlled by Moscow-
backed separatists, would be cut 
beginning Wednesday. It said 
the hub handles about a third 
of Russian gas passing through 
Ukraine to Western Europe. 
Russia’s state-owned natural gas 
giant Gazprom put the figure at 
about a quarter.

The move marks the first 
time natural gas supply has 
been affected by the war that 
began in February. It may force 
Russia to shift flows of its gas 
through territory controlled by 
Ukraine to reach its clients in 
Europe. Russia’s state energy 
giant Gazprom initially said it 
couldn’t, though preliminary 
flow data suggested higher rates 
moving through a second station 

Putin’s victory Day speech gives
no clue of escalation in Ukraine

Russian President Vladimir Putin watches a military parade on 
Victory Day, which marks the 77th anniversary of the victory 
over Nazi Germany in World War Two, in Red Square in central 
Moscow, Russia May 9, 2022. 

took the form of disinformation.”
Russia’s  war  has  ki l led 

thousands of civilians, sent 
millions of Ukrainians fleeing and 
reduced cities to rubble. Moscow 
has little to show for it beyond a 
strip of territory in the south and 
marginal gains in the east.

Sheltering in a metro station 
in Kharkiv – Ukraine’s mainly 
R u s s i a n - s p e a k i n g  s e c o n d 
city, which has been bombed 
relentlessly since the war’s first 
days – World War Two survivor 
Vira Mykhailivna, 90, buried her 
tear-stained cheeks in her hands.

 “I didn’t think this could ever 
happen to us,” she said. “This day 
was once a great celebration.”

Kateryna Grigoriyevna, 79, 
a retired bank manager who has 
spent 10 weeks underground in 
the cavernous station, sat eating 
an ice cream she had ventured out 
to buy for Victory Day.

“We hate Putin,” she said, 
glancing around the platform 
where some 200 people cluster in 
tents and on thin mattresses.

“I would kill him myself if I 
could.”

The Soviet victory in World 
War Two has acquired almost 
religious status in Russia under 
Putin, who has invoked the 
memory of the “Great Patriotic 
War” throughout what he calls 
a “special military operation” in 
Ukraine.

Western countries consider 
that a false analogy to justify 
unprovoked aggression.

“There can be no victory day, 
only dishonour and surely defeat 
in Ukraine,” said British Defence 
Secretary Ben Wallace.

In  Poland ,  the  Russ ian 
ambassador was surrounded 
by protesters at a memorial 
ceremony and doused in red paint. 
Ambassador Sergei Andreyev, his 
face dripping and his shirt stained, 
said he was “proud of my country 
and my president”.

After an assault on Kyiv was 
beaten back in March by strong 
Ukrainian resistance, Russia 
poured more troops in for a huge 
offensive in the east last month.

Russian gains have been slow 
at best, and Western arms are 
flooding into Ukraine for an 
expected counter-attack. 

Western military experts – 
many of whom initially predicted 
a quick Russian victory – now say 
Moscow could be running out of 
troops. A full declaration of war 
would let Putin activate reservists 
and send conscripts.

“Without concrete steps to 
build a new force, Russia can’t 
fight a long war, and the clock 
starts ticking on the failure of 
their army in Ukraine,” tweeted 
Phillips O’Brien, a professor 
of strategic studies at Britain’s 
University of St Andrews.

SAO PAULO - Brazil’s former 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva has officially launched his 
campaign for presidential election, 
calling on people to unite behind 
him to defeat “the totalitarian 
threat” without mentioning far-
right incumbent Jair Bolsonaro.  

“We’re ready to work not only 
to win the election on October 
2, but to rebuild and transform 
Brazil, which will be even more 
difficult,” the 76-year-old left-
wing icon told a rally in Sao Paulo 
on Saturday, making his political 
comeback official four years after 
he was jailed on controversial 
corruption charges.

“The most serious moment the 

Ukrainian emergency workers carry the body of a Russian soldier 
in the village of Vilkhivka, recently retaken by Ukrainian forces 
near Kharkiv.

Ukrainians make gains
in east, stop Russian
gas flow at one hub

in Ukrainian-controlled territory.
The operator said it was 

stopping the flow because of 
interference from “occupying 
forces,” including the apparent 
siphoning of gas. Russia could 
reroute shipments through Sudzha, 
a main hub in a northern part of the 
country controlled by Ukraine, it 
said. But Gazprom spokesperson 
Sergei Kupriyanov said that would 
be “technologically impossible” 
and questioned the reason given 
for the stoppage.

Zelenskyy said Tuesday 
that the military was gradually 
pushing Russian troops away 
from Kharkiv, while Foreign 
Minister Dmytro Kuleba voiced 
what appeared to be increasing 
confidence — and expanded 
goals, suggesting Ukraine could 
go beyond just forcing Russia 
back to areas it held before the 
invasion began11 weeks ago. 

Kuleba told the Financial 
Times that Ukraine initially 
believed victory would be the 
withdrawal of Russian troops to 
positions they occupied before the 
Feb. 24 invasion. But the focus 
shifted to the eastern industrial 
heartland of the Donbas after 
Russian forces failed to take Kyiv 
early in the war.

Former Baril President  Luiz Ignacio Lula da Silva waves to sup-
porters in Sao Paulo.

Lula launches presidential
drive to ‘transform’ Brazil

country is going through forces 
us to overcome our differences 
and build an alternative path 
t o  t he  i ncompe tence  and 
authoritarianism that govern us,” 
the leftist leader said.

“We want to join democrats 
of all political positions, classes, 
races and religious beliefs 
… to defeat the totalitarian 
threat, the hatred, violence and 
discrimination hanging over our 
country,” he said to a cheering 
crowd.

The 76-year-old left office 
in 2010 as the most popular 
president in Brazilian history, 
after presiding over an economic 
boom that lifted some 30 million 
Brazilians from poverty.
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For the first time in recent 
memory, the West seems far more 
united than its eastern rivals. Over 
the long run, however, China 
remains a far bigger challenge to 
the U.S.-led global order.

Unlike Russia, which is a 
fundamentally declining power, 
China is successfully chipping 
away at Western primacy in every 
major realm of competition, from 
the development of hypersonic 
missiles to artificial intelligence 
and quantum communications.

As was the  case  in  the 
former Soviet Union, China 
is  now producing i ts  own 
“Sputnik moment” technological 
breakthroughs, both in the 
civilian and military realms. 
Worryingly, Russia may have 
created a precedent for China, 
which has repeatedly threatened 
to bring Taiwan under its control 
by all means necessary. Not to 
mention China’s bullying of rival 
claimants across the East and 
South China Seas.

By all indications, NATO 
is determined to avoid direct 
confrontation with Russia over 
Ukraine, which is not a member 
state. Nor is an economically 
enfeebled Russia in a position 
to cut off gas exports to Europe, 
which is rapidly diversifying its 
sources of energy.

T h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  a  r e -
energized West, with its renewed 
sense of purpose, can deploy 

significant strategic resources to 
constrain China’s worst instincts, 
especially in the Indo-Pacific.

As Paris-based expert Frederic 
Grare told me this week, “the EU 
is working hard to diminish [its] 
vulnerabilities” regarding China 
by strengthening its own economic 
autonomy; European powers such 
as France are also determined to 
establish a relationship based on 
“reciprocity” and “a level playing 
field” and, accordingly, prevent a 
“new hegemony” in the region.

The West should expand 
defense and strategic support to 
front-line states such as Taiwan as 
well as maritime Southeast Asia 
nations such as the Philippines 
and Vietnam, which have been 
at the receiving end of China’s 
expansionism. The best form 
of deterrence is to empower 

these front-line states to develop 
sufficient defensive capabilities 
against Chinese threats and 
intimidation.

Moreover, the West should 
double down on economic 
initiatives such as the EU’s 
300 billion euro ($336 billion) 
Global Gateway project in order 
to provide a credible alternative 
to China’s massive infrastructure 
investments in the Indo-Pacific. 
Criticizing China’s economic 
influence alone will not do it.

In short, the ongoing crisis 
in Europe can spawn a more 
coherent, determined global 
strategy to constrain the ambitions 
of both Russia and China. And it is 
China, not Russia, that remains as 
the biggest challenge to the U.S.-
led global order.

Smoke rises from an air defense base in the aftermath of an appar-
ent Russian strike in Mariupol, Ukraine, on Feb. 24: efforts will 
also be needed to deter similar actions by China.

(From Page 5)

CHINA: Biggest threat to US hegemony
in January 2020 after a near 
unanimous vote to approve to 
relocate their team and give 
it a new home.  (Californians 
moving to Las Vegas has become 
a popular thing, but that’s an 
entirely different story!)

Our first ever professional NFL 
team, the Las Vegas Raiders play 
their home games at Allegiant 
Stadium in Las Vegas with their 
HQ office and practice stadium 
sitting next door in Henderson 
along Raiders Way.

As locals, we are true fans of 
our professional sports teams.  
True, most “locals” actually come 
from somewhere else, and they 
eventually made Las Vegas their 
new home.  Even so, who said you 
can’t show support to more than 
one team?

If you’re a Raiders fan, be 
sure to check out the M Resort 
Casino Hotel located just off of 
the I-15 freeway, on the south 
end of Las Vegas.  The M is the 
official Raiders headquarter hotel.  
Inside you’ll find Raiders Tavern 
& Grill, the first themed restaurant 
dedicated to our new favorite NFL 
team.

I’ve always been a fan of 
the M Resort for their famous 
buffet (best buffet in town!), 
their poolside concerts, and now 
for their Raiders themed décor.  
Maybe I’ll have an NFL player 
celebrity sighting one day.  In the 
meantime, it sure was fun to hang 
out with 200 of my closest friends 
(and fans) at the sports bar during 

playoffs.
Restaurants:
How can I cover Las Vegas 

without mentioning our fine dining 
and favorite culinary spots?  From 
Chinese and Sushi Bars to Thai 
and Filipino Fusion, there is much 
to explore and experience when 
it comes to restaurants.  Here are 
some of the best Asian restaurants 
for you to visit on your next stop 
through our city.

• Mr. Chow @ Caesars Palace
• Mott 32 @ The Palazzo
• Hakkasan @ MGM Grand
• Wing Lei @ Wynn Las Vegas
• Sushi Roku @ The Forum 

Shoppes in Caesars Palace
• Nobu @ Caesars Palace
•  Ye l l o w t a i l  J a p a n e s e 

Restaurant and Lounce @ Bellagio
• Mizumi @ Wynn Las Vegas
• Morimoto @ MGM Grand
• Lemongrass @ Aria
• Tao Asian Bistro @ Venetian
• Momofuku @ Cosmopolitan
• Wazuzu @ Wynn Las Vegas
• Fuku @ Resorts World
• Aloha Specialties @ The 

California Hotel, Downtown
There are a couple of brand-

new restaurants I wanted to 
make sure to highlight.  These 
are restaurants that dared and 
were brave enough to open post-
pandemic.  Let’s give them a big 
shout out and show our support!

Noodle Asia @ the Venetian 
Resort

Noypitz Bar and Grill
Town Square, Las Vegas
Authentic Filipino Cuisine in 

a casual, upscale, trendy location

The Allegiant Stadium on Las Vegas Boulverad, home of the Las 
Vegas Raiders.

LAS VEGAS: Welcome
(From Page 17)

KABUL, Afghanistan — 
Afghanistan’s Taliban rulers on 
Saturday ordered all Afghan 
women to wear head-to-toe 
clothing in public — a sharp, 
hard-line pivot that confirmed 
the worst fears of rights activists 
and was  bound to  fur ther 
complicate Taliban dealings with 
an already distrustful international 
community.

The decree says that women 
should leave the home only when 
necessary, and that male relatives 
would face punishment — starting 

CAIRO —  Eleven Egyptian 
soldiers were killed on Saturday 
attempting to thwart a “terrorist” 
attack on the Suez Canal zone 
abutting the Sinai peninsula, a 
hotbed of jihadist activity, the 
army said.

It was the heaviest loss of life 
the army had suffered in years in 
its long-running campaign in and 
around the Sinai against militants 
loyal to the Islamic State group.

Five soldiers  were a lso 
wounded in the firefight on the 
eastern bank of the canal, the army 
said, adding security forces were 
“continuing to chase the terrorists 
and surround them in an isolated 
area of the Sinai.”

“These terrorist operations will 
not defeat the determination of the 
country and the army to continue 
uprooting terrorism,” President 
Abdel Fattah al-Sisi pledged on 
Facebook.

Wash ing ton  condemned 
the “terrorist  attack in the 
Sinai targeting members of the 
Egyptian military” and expressed 
its condolences to the victims’ 
families.

“For decades, the United States 
has been and remains Egypt’s 
strong partner in confronting 
terrorism in the region,” State 

Jihadist attack kills 11 Egypt soldiers
Department spokesperson Ned 
Price said in a statement.

Egypt’s  Sinai  Peninsula 
has been gripped by an armed 
insurgency for more than a 
decade, which peaked after the 
ouster of late Islamist president 
Mohammed Morsi in 2013.

In February 2018, the army 
and police launched a nationwide 
operation against militants 
focused on North Sinai.

More than a thousand suspected 
militants and dozens of security 
personnel have been killed since 
the start of operations, according Map of Sinai Peninsula in Egypt

to official figures.
In November, Egypt agreed 

with Israel to boost its troop 
numbers around the border town 
of Rafah to quell IS militants.

In August, the army said 13 
militants had been killed and 
nine of its soldiers were “killed 
or wounded” during clashes in the 
Sinai, without indicating when the 
fighting had taken place.

In recent years, pipelines 
carrying Egyptian oil and gas to 
neighboring Israel and Jordan 
have been the primary targets of 
insurgent attacks.

Taliban orders women to cover up head to toe
with a summons and escalating 
up to court hearings and jail 
time — for women’s dress code 
violations.

It was the latest in a series of 
repressive edicts issued by the 
Taliban leadership, not all of which 
have been implemented. Last 
month for example the Taliban 
forbade women to travel alone, 
but after a day of opposition, that 
has since been silently ignored.

The United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan said it 
was deeply concerned with what 
appeared to be a formal directive 
that would be implemented and 
enforced, adding that it would 
seek clarifications from the 
Taliban about the decision.

“This decision contradicts 
numerous assurances regarding 
respect for and protection of 
all  Afghans’ human rights, 
including those of women and 
girls, that had been provided to 
the international community by 
Taliban representatives during 
discussions and negotiations 
over the past decade,” it said in 
a statement.

The decree, which calls for 

women to only show their eyes 
and recommends they wear the 
head-to-toe burqa, evoked similar 
restrictions on women during the 
Taliban’s previous rule between 
1996 and 2001.

“We want our sisters to live 
with dignity and safety,” said 
Khalid Hanafi, acting minister 
for the Taliban’s vice and virtue 
ministry.

The Taliban previously decided 
against reopening schools to girls 
above grade 6, reneging on an 
earlier promise and opting to 
appease their hard-line base at the 
expense of further alienating the 
international community. But this 

decree does not have widespread 
support among a leadership that’s 
divided between pragmatists and 
the hardliners.

That decision disrupted efforts 
by the Taliban to win recognition 
from potential international 
donors at a t ime when the 
country is mired in a worsening 
humanitarian crisis.

“For all dignified Afghan 
women wearing Hijab is necessary 
and the best Hijab is chadori (the 
head-to-toe burqa) which is part 
of our tradition and is respectful,” 
said Shir Mohammad, an official 
from the vice and virtue ministry 
in a statement.
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Rotarians and businessmen meet at the Monte Maria Cellar Winery hosted by Global Telecare. Seated, 
from left: PE Vicky Lai, Huntington Beach Rotary; DGN Roy Jefferson, PP Beth Fujishige, Gov. Cisca 
Stellhorn. Standing, from left: PDG Lane Calvert, DGE Dan OPuweleen, Asian Journal Publisher 
Roger Oriel, Ernie Delfin, Benita Delfin and two guests of Global Telecare founder Tony Nguyen. 

ALL THINGS and inventions 
that exist in our society today 
started with a dream. From the 
invention of the electric light 
bulb to the building of a castle on 
a mountain top, or the founding  
of the  Rotary International over 
115 years ago  started in the same 
fashion, a lofty  dream.   

In the slow months of 2021 
when Covid scare was still high, 
the seeds for the formation of a 
new club to be named  “Global 
Cities of OC-LA Rotary Club 
of District 5320” were  planted 
in the  fertile soil of Fullerton 
Rotary Club in California .  It is a 
dream that was later proposed to 
the Fullerton Rotary Club’s Board 
of Directors, through its energetic 
President Zoot Velasco.  

With the full support of the 
incoming District Governor from 
the same Club, Dan Ouweleen, 
this author’s dream is almost a 
done deal, as enough members are 
happy, able and willing to become 
charter members in the next 
Rotary year starting July 1, 2022!   

Memberships will be highly 
diversified as we have consciously 
marketed to non-white leaders, 
in various ethnic chambers of 
commerce, particularly   Asian 
nationals like Vietnamese, whose 
sheer numbers have transformed 
the city of Westminster; the 
Koreans, changing the face of 
Garden Grove and Fullerton;  the 
Hispanics in Santa Ana; and the 
Indians and  Filipinos  in major 
cities where hospital and health 
care facilities abound.

The strategy of marketing our 
dream of this new highly diversified 
rotary club started  with the 
unexpected ominous presence of 
predominantly  Rotary Caucasian 
leaders, led by the incumbent 
Governor Cisca Stellhorn and 
DGE Dan Ouweleen, DGN Roy 
Jefferson, PDG Lane Calvert, and 
dozen others who were invited to 
talk and market Rotary  before a 
predominantly Asian-Vietnamese 
audience of over 200 people 
in February 2022 in Garden 
Grove, California in a community 
event hosted by Global Telecare 
founded by mostly Vietnamese 
doctors and businesspeople.  That 
very good beginning was followed 
by smaller, but more effective 
marketing sessions.  We have 
invited dozens of Asian and 
Hispanic businessmen to our 
meetings and event since then.  
That has resulted to over a dozen 
interested men and women to join 
Rotary.

And this process of marketing 
continues even after the new club 
is chartered.  

Our model will be akin to 

The power of the dream: Global Cities
of OC-LA Rotary Club to be born soon

By Ernie Delfin

the United Nations where every 
nation is represented.  Governor 
Dan is fully supportive and 
excited with this conscious effort 
to make it so!  With Rotarian 
leaders following his leadership 
baton, this author-Rotarian 
believes that it will be realized.  
As a member of the District 
Marketing Team, I will do my 
best that this strategy is followed 
through. With our planned OC 
Global Newspaper in both print 
and online, this author will do his 
best that Rotary activities in the 
District are written and profiled 
every month,  for every reader 
to  show  that Rotary is alive 

relevant in our communities.  We 
want to prove that it can thrive 
even with Covid and changing 
demographics.     

A s  o f  t h i s  w r i t i n g ,  a 
special flyer/brochure is being 
prepared to  highlight  TEN 
REASONS   WHY ROTARY IS 
IMPORTANT  TO YOUR BUS
INESS.                                

With our ambitious goal of 
at least 30 members by July 
2022, is yet another dream: TO 
HAVE THE FIRST WOMAN 
PRESIDENT JENNIFER JONES  
TO INDUCT THESE CHARTER 
MEMBERS.  That is the challenge 
of Governor Dan to invite her to 
Orange County where the original 
and globally recognized  Mikey 
and Minnie Mouse  reside.

Our Rotary District is fortunate 
to have not only the lst Woman 

Global Telecare recently hosted a meeting at its conference roomin 
Garden Grove. Those present include Ernie Delfin, Global Telecare 
founder Tony Nguyen, Holmes Stoner, Asian Journal Publisher 
Roger Oriel and Jason Elkin.

President Jennifer Jones but also 
the incoming district Governor 
Dan having a great marketing 
background who understands that 
we have to know what the clients’ 
needs and aspirations are to sell 
them a product.  We are hopeful 
that Governor Dan’s strategies, 
forming a marketing team and 
a reasonable budget for the first 
time, this author is optimistic 
that we can achieve reasonable 
positive results during his year as 
Governor.  This Rotarian leader-
author commits his time and 
energy 100 percent, to help him 
realize his goals as Governor!

 Lastly, as a longtime Rotarian, 
I want to share my own:  

TEN  REASONS  WHY  

PEOPLE  JOIN ROTARY
1. Professional networking.  In 

an ideal Rotary Club, no more than 
5 percent of the total membership 
belongs to one business, profession 
or occupation.

2. Service or community 
projects  become easier  to 
implement as the club membership 
represents good cross-section of 
the community plus funds for the 
project can be multiplied.

3. Global Matching Grants 
enable a club’s resources to be 
multiplied many times over.  
Example:  A club has $1000 
for an eligible project.  That is 
often matched by its district, at 
100 percent (depending upon 
its District Designated Funds) 
then the club’s and District’s 
combined funds is then matched 
by the Rotary Foundation at 

100%.  And if the Club has also a 
“project partner” then, the same 
formula will also be applied.  RI 
has 6 Areas of Focus that are 
eligible:  Clean water, Education, 
Fighting diseases, Saving mothers 
and children, growing local 
economies  and the promotion of   
World Peace.

4. Group Study Exchange/
Vocational Study Exchange 
between two districts in different 
countries

5. Scholarships. Example: 
Peace Scholars  and Vocational 
Exchange with other Rotary clubs.

6 . R o t a r y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Convention every June (Ex.  
Taipei in June 2021) and District 
or Zone Conferences every year.

7.World Peace and International 

Understanding projects between 
districts. (Example:  A Police 
officer from LA who went on a 
GSE to District 3860 where PP 
Rene Fruto was the GSE Team 
Leader married one Rotarian 
there… best example of promoting 
international understanding!

8. Homestay privileges in other 
cities and countries. Example 
International Travel and Hosting 
Fellowship. www.ithf.org

9.  Other RI fel lowships 
of interest can be:  ROTI.org  
Musicians, Yatch, etc.

10. Rotary experts giving 
expert advice pro bono thru Rotary 
Action Group or the Foundation 
Cadre System.

For more information, visit our 
RI website: www.rotary.org

G A R D E N  G R O V E , 
California – Attorney Israel 
Claustro, who is running for 
Orange County superior court 
judge Seat #45, sees active youth 
involvement and responsible 
parenting as “keys to peace and 
order and economic progress in 
our community.”

In an exclusive interview, 
Claustro, 46, and who is now on 
his seventh year as Senior Deputy 
District Attorney of Orange 
County, said that a ten percent 
“uptick” in crime rate was noted   
overall in the county from the past 
three years. 

“This increase in the county’s 
overall crime rate can be attributed 
to the Covid-19 situation that 
started in 2019 worldwide, and 
California was one of the hardest 
hit,” Claustro said. “Many of 
the crimes committed were 
misdemeanors, car break-ins, 
and against property,” he specified 
when asked about the type of 
crimes that were frequent or 
common during the pandemic.

Claustro also attributed the 
increase in Orange County crime 
rate to “a change in the bail policy 
for misdemeanors and other petty 
crimes.”

The offenders, who were 
mostly youth, “almost always got 
released without bail to prevent 
overcrowding in jail, which would 
be conducive to the danger of the 
spread of the corona virus.”

“There were also heightened 
cases of car break-ins since 
vehicles that were mostly parked 
on side streets unattended due to 
lockdowns,” Claustro said.

C l a u s t r o ,  w h o  i s  c o -
captain of the Gang Reduction 
and Intervention Program or 
G.R.I.P. since 2010, said that 
active involvement of youth “in 
worthwhile community projects 
and more responsible management 

Orange County Senior Deputy 
District Attorney Israel Claustro

By Noel T. Castorillo

of their behavior by parents are 
key factors to rein in those youth 
in their respective homes to 
become responsible community 
members and leaders.”

In addition to his active 
involvement in GRIP, Claustro was 
also very active in advocating for 
youth involvement in community 
projects and responsible parenting 
for parents in the county and the 
State of California.

Among those  c iv ic  and 
community organizations where 
he lectured as advocate for youth 
development and community 
building included the Foundations 
of Law (Gangs/Gang Injunctions), 
Mothers Against Drunk Driving, 
Boys in Peril, OCDA Spring Youth 
Camp (Juvenile Justice System), 
and the Violence Prevention 
Coalition (a response to hate 
crimes).

On the rise of hate crimes 
against Asians, Claustro noted 
an 1,800 percent increase from 
last year. 

“Unfortunately, many of the 
offenders in this hate blame 
Asians, especially, the Chinese, 
for the spread of the corona virus 
in this country.”

“Hopefully, with the easing of 
the pandemic, the hate crimes will 
ease down,” he said.

Claustro bats for
youth involvement,

responsible parenting

WE’RE JUST A CLICK AWAY.
Visit us at

www.globalforums.us
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LOS ANGELES– Twenty 
years in the making, the much-
anticipated Historic Filipinotown 
Eastern Gateway was officially 
unveiled on Saturday, May 7, in 
a celebration organized by Los 
Angeles City Councilmember 
Mitch O’Farrell, the representative 
for  the neighborhood,  and 
attended by hundreds of area 
residents, business owners, 
community leaders, celebrities, 
and digni tar ies ,  inc luding 
California Attorney General Rob 
Bonta, Mayor Eric Garcetti, and 
Councilmember Gil Cedillo.

“At long last — the day has 
arrived, the gateway is here, 
and the amazing community 
of Historic Filipinotown can 
celebrate being the rightful home 
of the newest cultural landmark 
in our city,” said O’Farrell. 
“This has taken a village, and it 
has been a labor of love. Most 
importantly, this process has 
been guided by the people of 
Historic Filipinotown. I want 
to thank the community for its 
partnership and perseverance, and 
for the privilege I have of being 
your representative. Historic 
Filipinotown is so deserving of 
such a beautiful landmark.”

 “The story of our Filipino 
community is an important one 
— from the first Filipinos landing 
in the continental United States at 
Morro Bay over 400 years ago, to 
the manongs and manangs who 
led the farmworkers’ movement, 
to the changemakers of today 
fighting for racial, economic, 
environmental, and social justice,” 
said Attorney General Bonta, the 
first Filipino American statewide 
officer in California. “We’re a 
part of the fabric of this nation 
and the Historic Filipinotown 
Eastern Gateway — the Talang 
Gabay: Our Guiding Star — is an 
important, visible reminder of that 
reality. I want to thank the City of 
Los Angeles and Councilmember 
O’Farrell for recognizing Los 
Angeles’ Filipino community with 
this important monument.”

 “The Historic Filipinotown 
Gateway symbolizes arriving, 
m a k i n g  t h e  j o u r n e y,  a n d 
entering a gateway to our future. 
Monuments commemorating 
our diverse communities are 
significant, otherwise, we will 
suffer erasure of memory,” stated 
Councilmember Gil Cedillo.   

Officially called “Talang 
Gabay - Our Guiding Star,” the 
new gateway is 30 feet high 
and spans a width of 82 feet 
across Beverly Boulevard at 
its intersection with Belmont 
Avenue. 

The project was prioritized by 
the City’s Department of Public 
Works, led by Commissioner 
Emeritus Jessica Caloza, with 

The Historic Filipinotown Gateway Arch on Beverly Blvd. in Los 
Angeles.

Historic Filipinotown
Gateway Arch unveiled
with community event

management and oversight 
provided by the Bureau of 
Engineering. 

Des igned  by  r enowned 
Filipino artist Eliseo Art Silva, 
the monument is the largest of its 
kind in the United States. Design 
elements include: the Parol; the 
Gumamela flower also known 
as hibiscus, which pays tribute 
to frontline workers; and the 
Sarimanok — all symbols with 
deep roots in Filipino culture. The 
gateway also illuminates at night.

 “This  magnif icent  new 
gateway will welcome everyone 
to Historic Filipinotown,” said 
Eliseo Art Silva. “It’s a fitting 
tribute to the many courageous 
men and women on the frontlines 
— brave warriors such as our 
numerous Filipino healthcare 
workers. The gateway not only 
signals that Filipino Americans 
have finally arrived; it also 
symbolizes the valor of the front 
liners in our city.”

The community celebration 
featured the talents of many 
Filipino dignitaries and media 
personalities including: City of 
Los Angeles Building and Safety 
Commissioner Jocelyn Geaga-
Rosenthal; Manny Streetz, known 
for his popular radio program 
Manny on the Streets; Jannelle 
So-Perkins, host and producer 
of Kababayan Today; actress 
and Grammy-winning singer Tia 
Carrere; and actress, singer, and 
model Jeserey Sanchez. 

T h e  p r o g r a m m i n g  a l s o 
included Filipino music and 
dance performances curated by 
FilAm ARTS, a local non-profit 
arts organization dedicated to 
the advancement of Filipino 
and Filipino-American arts and 
culture.

 “FilAM ARTS is so proud 
to serve this community, and to 
have curated an amazing array of 
artists for this once-in-a-lifetime 
celebration,” said Giselle Tongi, 
executive director of FilAM Arts.

The gateway is the culmination 
of two decades of visioning, 
planning, and organization by the 
Historic Filipinotown community, 
beginning with a community 
study of potential improvements 
commissioned in March 2003 
by then-Councilmember Eric 
Garcetti. 

When O’Farrell took office 
in 2013, he worked with the 
Filipino American community 
to continue many improvements 
that were being advocated for 
by local stakeholders, including: 
the restoration of the “Gintong 
Kasaysayan, Gintong Pamana 
(A Glorious History, A Golden 
Legacy)” mural at Unidad Park, 
HiFi Highlights, beautification of 
the HiFi Western Gateway, and to 
identify funding  for the Eastern 
Gateway. 

Welcome to Las Vegas: 
Glitz, glamour, and many more

By Rachel GomezW E L C O M E  T O  L A S 
VEGAS, the mecca for tourists 
worldwide to come and enjoy 
fine dining, fun in the sun, and 
some really, great entertainment.  
Yes, Las Vegas has glitz and 
glamour, but at its heart, it is 
working hard to be considered 
a serious player in business, 
industry, education, and the Arts.  
Our growing population of Asian 
Americans and Pacific Islanders 
(AAPI) are a major contributor 
to the economy, culture, and 
diversity of our little town.  

According to the 2020 Census, 
the AAPI population nearly 
doubled since 2000 and Nevada 
outpaced that national average.  
In Clark County, home of Las 
Vegas, the largest groups are 
Filipino (52%), Chinese (12%), 
Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 
(7%), Indian (7 %), Korean (6 
percent), Japanese (5 percent), 
and Vietnamese (4 percent)], 
which account for more than 90 
percent of the AAPI community.  
As large as those numbers are, 
those percentages don’t include 
individuals that identify with 2 
or more races. 

Here are the ethnic origin 
groups included in the AAPI 
population: Afghan, Asian, 
Indian, Bangladeshi, Bhutanese, 
Burmese, Cambodian, Chinese, 
Filipino, Hmong, Japanese, 
Korean, Laotian, Malaysian, 
Native Hawaiian and Pacific 
Islander, Pakistani, Samoan, Sri 
Lankan, Taiwanese, Thai and 
Vietnamese. 

So,  when Clark County 
surveyed the AAPI population 
on what they considered to be 
the most pressing issue, the 
overwhelming response indicated 
more than half felt that Preserving 
Culture was the most important.  
We are seeing our Asian culture 
being represented in droves and 
that is what I hope to highlight!  
So, my friends… Welcome to 
Las Vegas!

Year of the Tiger 
Chinese New Year 2022 - 

Tuesday, February 1, 2022
People born in a year of the 

Tiger are predicted to be brave, 
competitive, unpredictable, and 
confident.

The Chinese New Year Gala 
was held on Friday, February 4, 
2022 at the Orleans Hotel and 
Casino in Las Vegas, NV.  This 
annual event regularly sees over 
800 attendees and often includes 
senior executives from our major 
hotels and casinos, district and 
state legislators, small business 

owners, and our local artists 
and performance groups.  The 
event is coordinated by the Las 
Vegas Asian Business Chamber 
of Commerce.

MAY 
Asian American and Pacific 

Islander Heritage Month

AN EVENING WITH LEA 
SALONGA – Encore Theater

Saturday, May 7 | 8 pm to 10 
pm

LAS VEGAS HAWAIIAN 
C I V I C  C L U B  -  A S I A N 
PACIFIC CELEBRATION

Aliante Library, 2400 Deer 
Springs Way, North Las Vegas

Thursday, May 12 | 6 pm to 
7 pm

LAS VEGAS HAWAIIAN 
C I V I C  C L U B  -  A S I A N 
PACIFIC CELEBRATION 

Alexander Library, 1755 W 
Alexander Road, North Las Vegas

Friday, May 20 | 1 pm to 2 pm

LV KAMINARI TAIKO – 
AAPI HERITAGE CONCERT

Sponsored by the Japanese 
American Citizens League of LV

S u m m e r l i n  L i b r a r y  & 
Performing Arts Center - 1771 
Inner Cir Drive, Las Vegas, NV 
89134

Sunday, May 15th 
LV KAMINARI TAIKO – 

AAPI HERITAGE CONCERT
Sponsored by the Japanese 

American Citizens League of LV
Clark County Library Theater
Monday, May 30th
VEGAS PBS – Celebrate 

Asian American and Pacific 
Islander Heritage Month

Entire month of May – www.
vegaspbs.org

“Let’s Talk Business” – hosted 
by Sonny Vinuya

Streaming every Monday @ 
8pm (PST)

Sonny Vinuya has  been 
instrumental in highlighting the 
AAPI business community in 
Las Vegas.  As former President 
of the Las Vegas Asian Chamber 
of Commerce, his passion for our 
community has helped to pave 
the way for inclusiveness and 

recognition. Sonny is known by 
just about every small business 
owner, senior corporate executive, 
and political leader in Clark 
County.  

Sonny is currently the Director 
of the Office of Small Business 
Advisory for the State of Nevada.  
He is committed to connecting 
people and resources, and if 
the resources aren’t currently 
available, he will make it a priority 
to engage the people needed in 
order to create them and make 
them accessible to his community.  

Be sure to tune in for an inside 
look at the Las Vegas AAPI 
business community.

FEATURED EVENT 
Las Vegas Filipino Short 

Film Festival
West Charleston Library 

Auditorium – 6301 W Charleston 
Ave., Las Vegas

Friday, June 3rd | 5:00 pm
In celebration of Philippine 

Independence Day, join us for 
the launch event for the inaugural 
season of the Las Vegas Filipino 
Short Film Festival.  

Watch a great selection of 
short films produced by Filipino 
filmmakers in Clark County 
showcasing the Art, Culture and 
History of the Philippines.

M o r e  t h a n  b e i n g  a 
cosmopolitan city, Las Vegas is 
fast on its way to becoming a 
major metropolitan city.  Such 
characteristics represented in a 
major metro area include:

• Diversity - Ethnicities, 
Culture, and Industries

• The Arts - Museums, 
Theater and Performing arts, and 
Concert Events

• And of  course… a 
professional sports team!

Vegas Golden Knights
Our first professional sports 

team came by way of the National 
Hockey League (NHL).  The 
Vegas Golden Knights were 
formed in 2017 as an expansion 
team and they compete in the 
Western Conference.  Home 
games are played at T-Mobile 
Arena on the Las Vegas Strip.

Sitting next door to Las Vegas, 
Henderson is ranked the #2 safest 
city in the US.  The Henderson 

Silver Knights, an affiliate of the 
Vegas Golden Knights, began 
playing in the 2020-21 American 
Hockey League season.  Their 
home games are played at the 
Dollar Loan Center near the 
beautiful Village Walk area of 
Green Valley.

Las Vegas Raiders
Move over Oakland and 

Southern California!  The Raiders 
made their move to Las Vegas 

(See LAS VEGAS, Page 15)
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DON’T LOOK DOWN! 
Vietnam launched a new attraction 
for tourists with a head for heights 
on Friday, with the opening of a 
glass-bottomed bridge suspended 
150 meters (490 feet) above a lush 
jungle.

The Bach Long pedestrian 
bridge, whose name translates 
to “white dragon,” in northwest 
Son La province snakes around 
dizzying cliff  faces before 
spanning a dramatic valley 
between two peaks, hitting a total 
length of 632 meters (690 yards).

The floor of the bridge is made 
from French-produced tempered 
glass, making it strong enough to 
support up to 450 people at a time, 
while giving them a spectacular 
view of the greenery in the gorge 
far below.

“When standing on the bridge, 
travelers will be able to admire 
the beauty of nature,” Hoang 
Manh Duy, a representative of the 
bridge’s operator said.

The company says it is the 

AS TRAVEL restrictions 
tr iggered by the Covid-19 
pandemic ease down, Southeast 
Asia is finally, reopening for 
travel, with airlines filling an 
increasing number of seats as 
holiday-starved masses arrange 
overseas vacations for the first 
time in two years.

While the region lags other 
places such as North America and 
Europe that reopened sooner, the 
upward momentum gathered pace 
in April. Ticket bookings are rising 
as popular tourist destinations like 
Thailand, Malaysia and Indonesia 
allow quarantine-free entry for 
vaccinated travelers again.

“Apri l  has  been a  very 
important month for Southeast 
Asia,” said Gary Bowerman, 
director of travel and tourism 
research firm Check-in Asia. 
“The optimism is back, people are 
now thinking and talking about 
traveling the way they weren’t 
before. Just look at the search 
volumes that are happening.”

Google searches related to 
travel to Singapore have jumped, 
particularly from neighboring 

Southeast Asia reopens to tourism

The Grand Palace and Temple of the Emerald Buddha in Bangkok, 
Thailand.

Malaysia, as well as Indonesia, 
India and Australia, according 
to data tracked by economists at 
Maybank Investment Bank Bhd. 
Searches rose about 20% since the 
last week of March.

Air-passenger  t raff ic  to 
Singapore reached 400,000, 
or 31% of pre-Covid levels, in 
the week ending April 17 after 
most travel restrictions for fully-
vaccinated people were lifted at 
the start of the month, according 
to the country’s civil aviation 
authority. 

In Thailand, where international 
tourism contributes about 15% 
to gross domestic product, the 
number of foreign visitors rose 
38% in March from February 
after a relaxation of requirements 
on testing and health insurance, 
according to the tourism ministry. 
Thailand eased entry rules for 
vaccinated travelers from April 
1 and plans to replace mandatory 
polymerase chain reaction tests 
with antigen ones for foreign 
visitors on May 1. 

The number of visitors to 
Thailand reached 358,364 from 

April 1-27, according to the 
Center for Covid-19 Situation 
Administration. Travelers from 
Singapore accounted for the 
most, followed by the U.K., India, 
Germany and Australia. The 
government said on April 27 it 
expects tourism arrivals to reach 
6.1 million this year, compared 
with only 427,869 in 2021. 

The figure was 40 million in 
2019. 

F l i g h t  r e s e r v a t i o n s  t o 
Singapore climbed to 68% of 
pre-virus levels in the week of 
March 23, when the government 
said it was ditching most of its 
pandemic-related restrictions, 
according to travel-data company 
ForwardKeys. That’s an increase 
from 55% the week before. 

Singapore’s Changi Airport 
handled 1.14 million passengers 
in March, the first time the figure 
climbed above 1 million since 
the start of the pandemic, after 
PCR tests were replaced with 
supervised self-swabs from Feb. 
22 and more countries were added 
to so-called vaccinated travel 
lanes that allowed quarantine-free 

entry for the inoculated. 
There are expected to be 307 

flights a week from Malaysia 
to Singapore at the end of May, 
more than double the 152 at the 
start of the year, according to 
data compiled by BloombergNEF. 
Flights from Indonesia to the 
island-state will quadruple from 
55 to 222, while there are set to 
be 190 from India versus 100 in 
early 2022. 

High oil prices could dent 
the rebound by making tickets 
more expensive, while there 
are also a limited number of 
flights and travel options available 
as airlines haven’t yet restored 
all their services. To the north, 
China remains closed off and 
Hong Kong still has a weeklong 
mandatory quarantine policy in 
place, a major deterrent to travel 
even after the city reopens to non-
residents in May. 

The Bach Long pedestrian bridge in Vietnam

Spectacular glass-bottomed
bridge opens in Vietnam

world’s longest glass-bottomed 
bridge, surpassing a 526-meter 
structure in Guangdong, China.

Officials from Guinness World 
Records are expected to verify the 
claim next month.

Vietnamese tourism chiefs 
are seeking to lure visitors back 
after two years of COVID-19 
shutdowns that kept out virtually 
all foreign travellers.

In mid-March, the country 
ended quarantine for international 
visitors and resumed 15 days of 
visa-free travel for citizens from 
13 countries.

Vietnam is set to host the 
Southeast Asian Games in two 
weeks, with more than 10,000 
athletes and sports staff from 
countries in the region en route.

Bach Long is Vietnam’s third 
glass bridge.

“I hope the bridge will lure 
more domestic and international 
tourists to our area,” local resident 
Bui Van Thach said after walking 
across it.

CORON ON A PERFECT DAY
By Sara Grace C. Fojas

WAKING UP on a sunny 
Monday, I reach out for the remote 
control, but at the click of a 
button, the blinds make way for 
the blue of sea and sky to fill my 
day. Who needs television when 
you have this view every day? 
Especially, if you are at the very 
spacious, elegantly designed 
Panorama Suite of Two Seasons 
Coron Bayside Hotel, replete 
with high-end essentials, such as 
lush beddings and duvets, ample 
air-conditioning systems, ceiling 
fans, iPod docking stations, an 
in-room safe, flat screen cable 
TVs, DVD player, a mini bar, 
and sophisticated equipment for 
making your own coffee or tea.

Nest led  in  the  hear t  of 
Coron, it is the only first-rate 
accommodation in the area with 
breathtaking views of both the 
bay and the town. Everything 
you need is here. Wi-Fi is a bit 
weak, and my mobile phone has 
no signal, but who cares? I am in 
Coron, paradise within paradise 
that is Palawan.

Relaxation begins upon arrival 
following a flight from Manila 
that lasts no more than an hour and 
yet the stresses of Manila seem 
lightyears away, especially if you 
decide to luxuriate in a nice, hot 
dip at the Maquinit Hot Spring. 
As soon as I step into the pool 
and gently immerse my wearied 
body there, all my troubles are 
washed away. At first, 40 degrees 
Celsius feel too intense, but your 
body soon adjusts, leaving you in 
the relaxing warmth of the spring.

Maquinit is a saltwater hot 
spring located along the southern 
coast  of  Busuanga Is land. 
According to locals, the water is 
heated by an inactive volcano. At 
an entrance fee of R150, you can’t 
resist this natural spring, which 
guarantees a good night’s sleep, 
no matter how early in the day you 
indulge in the pool. In my case, 
the treat is perfect as the next day 
in Coron is packed with activities 
like island hopping.

Breakfast at Two Seasons 
Coron is at Baya Resto Lounge that 

boasts of local and international 
dishes, along with a vacation-
worthy ambience with exquisitely 
crafted wooden seats and jellyfish 
ceiling lights. From soups, salads, 
sandwiches, pasta, and appetizers 
to beef, pork, chicken or seafood 
entrees, everything makes for a 
mouthwatering tropical feast. For 
guests with a more adventurous 
palate, it even offers exotic 
dishes like crocodile barbecue, 
crocodile in coconut milk, and 
fried crocodile strips.

Having energized by a good 
breakfast, we are ready for our 
island tour, which is designed 
to let us in on why everyone is 
raving about Coron and why it is 
different from other beaches in the 
Philippines like Boracay, Puerto 
Galera, even Cebu?

First stop is Kayangan Lake, an 
Instagram favorite. Seeing it with 
my own eyes and not through the 
filtered lenses of social media is 

a precious treat. Someone has yet 
to invent the filter that can match 
its natural beauty. Kayangan Lake 
is among the most beautiful I’ve 
seen in my life—crystal blue 
waters surrounded by limestone 
and wild greenery, a hidden 
unspoiled spot that demands quite 
a trek. The day is nothing short of 
perfect: The sun is out that brings 
out the colors and the textures, and 
the birds chirp among the treetops, 
serenading us as we climb to the 
view deck. A few steps down from 
the view deck, tourists can swim 
at the lake, said to be among the 
cleanest in the country, a mix of 
freshwater and saltwater, which 
makes it a little bit hard to swim in 
but breathing in the scenery once 
you get into the water is among 
the many pleasures and treasures 
of Coron.

Nex t  s t op  i s  t he  Twin 
Lagoons—two bodies of water 

Majestic islands and crystal clear waters greet visitors in Coron, 
Palawan. 

(See CORON, Page 19)

The Two Seasons Coron Island Resort in Palawan
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separated by a wall of limestone. 
You cannot enter it by boat. You 
have to swim through a narrow 
opening under a rock to see its 
beauty. If it’s high tide you have 
to swim under, but we’re lucky it’s 
low tide, which allows us to swim 
over the rock to get there. With our 
life jackets on, our group attempts 
to form a human centipede, float 
under a rock around one meter 
long, and finally we’re in the 
lagoon. Resolved to take photos, 
I risk wetting my phone, which I 
pack in a waterproof bag I do not 
completely trust. I put it around 
my neck and secure it under my 
life jacket. As we float our way 
to the lagoon, the phone in the 
waterproof bag is under water for 
a length of time, but my phone 
makes it. Hurray to waterproof 
bags! 

Like Kayangan Lake, the water 
in Twin Lagoon is combination of 
salt and fresh water. More than 
scenery, it is an adventure that 
is unforgettable. I can’t wait to 
be back.

Before heading to our last stop, 
the Skeleton Wreck, our group 
breaks for a scrumptious seafood 
lunch by the sea at Balete beach. 
Skeleton Wreck is another story. 
Beneath the area is a sunken 
Japanese ship, a World War II 
immersion you can undertake 
either by snorkeling on the surface 
or diving into a depth of about 40 
meters. 

The water is so clear you can 
see the 30-meter-long, coral-
covered ship from the surface 
and it is abuzz with fish and 
other colorful sea creatures. 
Wreck diving is a big thing in 

Coron, site of many fierce battles 
at sea between the Japanese 
Imperial Army and the American 
forces during World War II. The 
bombing of the fleet of Japanese 
warships in Coron signaled the 
eventual defeat of the Japanese 
invaders and the liberation of the 
Philippines in 1945. The wrecks 
were discovered by Dutch divers 
in the 1970s, according to our 
tour guide.

A glimpse of the local life
Night has descended by the 

time we get back to Two Seasons 
Coron and dinner is in order, not 
just any dinner, but another treat 
at the Baya Resto Lounge, which 
has the best quattro formaggi 
I’ve ever had. Either that or a 
day packed with activities has 
stimulated my taste buds or 
heightened my appreciation. 
Also served are homemade tortilla 
chips smothered in chili con carne 
with tomato salsa, spicy Jalapeño, 
grated cheese, and homemade 
cheese sauce, as well as spicy 
classic buffalo wings with blue 

cheese dressing, crispy fried squid 
tentacles, spicy garlic prawns, and 
mango panna cota. 

While having dinner, the 
infinity pool outside is calling us, 
so once we are done, we take a 
quick swim, a prelude to the next 
adventure of the senses that is 
lined up to wrap up this eventful 
day–an in-room massage.

The next day, our last day, we 
spend in Coron’s little town before 
heading to the airport. We take our 
tour of the seafood restaurants, 
souvenir shops, and resort hotels, 
all accessible to locals and even 
tourists by tricycle, the default 
mode of transportation. Some 
indigenous people sell fresh 
harvest from the sea in the public 
market and Coron Baywalk gives 
you a great view of Mt. Tapyas, a 
popular trekking place where the 
Coron sign is installed Hollywood 
style.

We end the town tour at San 
Augustine Parish Church–and 
with gratitude for the gift of sights 
and beauty and adventure.

(From Page 18)

CORON: Spending a perfect day

SEOUL, South Korea - South 
Korean Culture Minister Hwang 
Lee proposed on Wednesday, 
May 4, that renowned male pop-
culture artists should be able to 
opt out of their two-year military 
service in exchange for alternative 
programs.

According to the current 
Military Service Act, all eligible 
South Korean men must serve 
in the military for two years 
before the age of 30. The act was 
amended last 2020 to raise the 
age limit to 30, as the previous 
age limit was 28. There would be 
possible exemptions and reduced 
terms of service for top classical 
musicians, folk music acts, and 
Olympic medal winners in the 
amended act.

As per Yonhap News Agency, 
Hwang said, “It’s time to create 
a system for incorporating 
popular culture-art figures as art 
personnel.”

Hwang suggests that K-pop 
groups such as BTS should also be 
included in the exemptions under 
the Military Service Act.

“The [exemption] system has 
been operated meaningfully to 
give those who have enhanced 
the national status based on their 

Mandatory military service
exemption urged for BTS

South Korean pop superstars BTS

excellent skills more chances to 
contribute to the country, and 
there is no reason the popular art-
culture field should be excluded 
from this,” he said. “I thought 
somebody should be a responsible 
voice at a time when there are 
conflicting pros and cons ahead 
of the enlistment of some of the 
BTS members.”

Hwang also said that the 
enlistment of the members could 
lead to a national and cultural loss.

“If the seven-person boy band 
has to suspend their activities due 
to the fulfillment of their military 
service obligations, it would be a 
national loss and a cultural loss 

for mankind,” he said.
The said proposal remains 

h igh ly  con t rovers ia l ,  and 
members of the public continue 
to oppose the suggested solution. 
As per Variety, the proposal is 
opposed by a lot of men who 
have already done the mandatory 
military service, and it would most 
likely also be opposed by Korea’s 
defense ministry. The population 
of South Korea is aging and the 
country is lacking in able-bodied 
men that they might need in case 
the country needs to defend itself.

BTS member Jin is turning 30 
this year and is scheduled to begin 
his military service by December 
2022.

E L L E N  D E G E N E R E S 
turned emotional and expressed 
gratefulness to fans as she taped 
the final episode of “The Ellen 
DeGeneres Show.”

The American TV host and 
comedian looked back at the 
early days of her self-titled talk 
show while showing herself on 
set for its final taping day, via on 
her Instagram page yesterday, 
April 29. 

The final episode of “The 
Ellen DeGeneres Show” will air 
on May 26.

 “When we started this show 
in 2003, the iPhone didn’t exist. 
Social Media didn’t exist. Gay 
marriage wasn’t legal,” she 
said. “We watched the world 
change, sometimes for the better, 
sometimes not. But whatever was 
happening, my goal was always 
for the show to be a place where 
we could all come together and 

Ellen DeGeneres on the set of “The Ellen DeGeneres Show.”

Ellen DeGeneres 
films final episode

of popular talk show
laugh for an hour.

“Being invited into your lives 
has been the greatest privilege 
of my life and has brought me 
incredible joy. Thank you. Thank 
you. Thank you. Thank you,” 
DeGeneres added.

DeGeneres announced last year 
that her talk show will end after its 
19th season, as per Hollywood 
Reporter in May 2021.

“When you’re a creative 
person, you constantly need to be 
challenged—and as great as this 
show is, and as fun as it is, it’s just 
not a challenge anymore,” the TV 
host was quoted as saying.

“The Ellen DeGeneres Show” 
premiered on Sept. 8, 2003, 
and bagged 64 Daytime Emmy 
Awards, as per Entertainment 
Tonight yesterday. It invited over 
4,000 guests and generated 3,000 
hours on television for nearly two 
decades. 

Huma Island Resort & Spa

ON SATURDAY  n igh t , 
Gabriel “Fluffy” Iglesias became 
the first comedian ever to perform 
(and sell out) at Dodger Stadium.

The history-making show was 
part of the 12-day Netflix Is A 
Joke Festival.

Security was tight, especially 
in light of what happened to 
controversial comedian Dave 
Chappelle a few nights earlier 
at the Hollywood Bowl, when 
he was attacked on stage while 
performing as part of the same 
festival.

Iglesias said he was not 
worried about any hecklers or 
anyone potentially getting too 
close because he has a solid 
security team.

The 45-year-old funnyman 
said, “I’ve been doing this for 25 
years. I gave up a lot of hair, hope 
and happiness to make sure that 
a show like this could happen.”

Iglesias filled more than 45,000 
seats this weekend, making it the 
third biggest comedy show ever 

Gabriel “Fluffy” Iglesias at the Dodgers Stadium

‘Fluffy’ makes history,
sells out Dodgers Stadium

— and the biggest ever in Los 
Angeles — according to reports.

“From growing up watching 
my favorite players at Dodger 
Stadium, to being the first 
comedian to perform and sell-out 
Dodger Stadium, I am humbled, 
honored and grateful for the love 
shown to me from the fans and 
city of Los Angeles,” Iglesias said 
in a statement.

Dodger Stadium can hold 
56,000 baseball fans; the number 
of seats made available for 
Iglesias’ show was a little over 
45,000.

It’s still quite a feat. Kevin Hart 
is playing Crypto.com Arena as 
part of the fest. It holds 20,000. 
Dave Chappelle is doing four 
nights at the Hollywood Bowl, 
which has a capacity of 17,500 
and, if he sold out all those dates, 
would put to 70,000 butts in seats. 
But there are plenty of tickets left 
for each of Chappelle’s shows, 
according to Ticketmaster.

Before the pandemic, live 

comedy performances featuring 
big names made the jump from 
venues that hold a few thousand 
people to arenas holding upwards 
of 20,000. 

In 2015, Hart drew 53,000 
to Lincoln Financial Field in 
his hometown of Philadelphia. 

In 2009, Larry the Cable Guy 
went back to his native Nebraska 
to record a stand-up special 
called Tailgate Party for more 
than 53,000 at the University of 
Nebraska’s Memorial stadium. 
Iglesias’ Dodger Stadium gig 
could be in that realm, making 

it one of the biggest live comedy 
shows in U.S. history.

Iglesias is one of the most-
watched comedians on YouTube. 
His videos have nearly a billion 
views and his social media 
accounts boast more than 25 
million fans.
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BEIJING - The Asian Games 
due to take place in Hangzhou in 
September have been postponed 
indefinitely, organizers said 
Friday,  as  China bat t les  a 
resurgence of COVID cases.

No reason was given for the 
delay, but China is racing to 
extinguish its largest outbreak of 
COVID-19 since the early days of 
the pandemic.

 “The Olympic Council of Asia 
has announced that the 19th Asian 
Games, originally scheduled to 
be held in Hangzhou, China from 
September 10 to 25, 2022, will be 
postponed,” said a statement on 
the official Games website, first 
posted on Chinese state media.

The new dates for the sporting 
contest “will be announced at a 
later date”, the statement added.

The host city of Hangzhou 
lies less than 200 kilometers 
(120 miles) from the country’s 
biggest city, Shanghai, which has 
endured a weeks-long lockdown 
as part of the ruling Communist 
Party’s zero-tolerance approach 
to the virus.

Organizers said last month that 
Hangzhou, a city of 12 million 

HANOI, Vietnam - Eleven 
count r ies  a re  expected  to 
participate in the 31st Southeast 
Asian Games, which will be held 
in Hanoi, Vietnam from May 12 
to May 23. The regional biennial 
meet is the biggest sporting event 
in Southeast Asia.

The regional sporting event 
features 526 athletes in 40 sports. 

The 11 countries participating 
are: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos,  Malaysia,  Myanmar, 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Timor Leste, and Vietnam.

The 40 sports to be contested 
in Vietnam SEA Games are 
aquatics, archery, athletics, 
badminton, basketball, billiards, 

NIKOLA JOKIC is set to be 
named MVP of the NBA for the 
second consecutive season.

According to multiple reports, 
the Denver Nuggets’ four-time 
All-Star edged finalists Joel 
Embiid of the Philadelphia 76ers 
and Giannis Antetokounmpo 
of the Milwaukee Bucks for 
the award and will be officially 
recognized later this week.

Jokic won the 2021 NBA MVP 
and is the second consecutive 
player to go back-to-back, 
following Antetokounmpo (2018-
19, 2019-20).

Jokic improved statistically 
while playing largely without 
the supporting cast the Nuggets 
counted on in Jamal Murray (ACL 
recovery) and Michael Porter Jr. 
(back).

He led the NBA with 19 triple-
doubles, averaged 27.1 points, 
13.8 rebounds and 7.9 assists per 
game in 2021-22 and guided the 
Nuggets to the No. 5 seed in the 
Western Conference. The Nuggets 
were eliminated from the playoffs 
in five games by the Golden State 
Warriors in the opening round.

Jokic became the NBA’s first 
player with 2,000 points, 1,000 
rebounds and 500 assists in a 
season.

MADRID, Spain - The legend 
of Carlos Alcaraz continued to 
grow Saturday as the 19-year-old 
tennis superstar defeated Novak 
Djokovic in a three-set thriller at 
the Madrid Open.

Alcaraz, who also beat Rafael 
Nadal in three sets to meet 
Djokovic in the semifinals, earned 
a 6-7 (5), 7-5, 7-6 (5) victory over 
the world’s top-ranked men’s 
tennis player.

Alcaraz, who is No. 9 in 
the ATP rankings, will face the 
winner of the Alexander Zverev 
vs. Stefanos Tsitsipas matchup in 
the finals.

Alca raz  ha s  en joyed  a 
tremendous 2022 season that 
includes titles at the Rio Open, 
Miami Open and Barcelona Open. 
He also reached the semifinals at 
Indian Wells but fell to Nadal in 
three sets.

Asiad postponed as China battles Covid

This file photo taken on April 1, 2022 shows the Hangzhou Olympic 
Sports Centre Stadium , main stadium of the 19th Asian Games, in 
Hangzhou in China’s eastern Zhejiang province. 

in eastern China, had finished 
constructing some 56 competition 
venues for the Asian Games and 
Asian Para Games.

At the time, they indicated 
that they planned to hold the 
events under a virus control plan 
that “learns from the successful 
experience” of the Beijing Winter 
Olympics, which were held in 
February in a strict COVID-
secure bubble.

Hangzhou was poised to 

become the third city in China to 
host the continental competition 
af ter  Bei j ing in  1990 and 
Guangzhou in 2010.

Some events were due to be 
held in other provincial cities 
including Ningbo, Wenzhou, 
Huzhou, Shaoxing and Jinhua.

Almost all international sport 
has grind to a halt in China since 
COVID emerged in the Chinese 
city of Wuhan in late 2019.

The Beijing Olympics was 

an exception but it was held in a 
strict “closed loop” with everyone 
inside it, including athletes, staff, 
volunteers and media, taking daily 
COVID tests and not allowed to 
venture into the wider public.

China has stubbornly stuck to 
a zero-COVID policy, imposing 
strict lockdowns, quarantines and 
mass testing programs even while 
other countries start to reopen as 
the threat of the pandemic recedes.

Bottom of Form
The government has touted 

the strategy as proof that it 
values human life above material 
concerns and can avert the public 
health crises seen in many Western 
countries.

Top leaders on Thursday again 
vowed to “unwaveringly adhere” 
to zero-COVID and “resolutely 
fight against” criticism of the 
policy despite a growing public 
outcry against the measures.

Anger is especially pointed 
in Shanghai, where 25 million 
people have seethed under a 
patchwork of lockdowns since 
March amid complaints of 
overzealous lockdown measures 
and spartan quarantine conditions.

Hanoi to host 31st SEA Games

bodybuilding, bowling, boxing, 
canoeing, table tennis, taekwondo, 
tennis, triathlon, volleyball, 
vovinam, weightlifting, wrestling, 
wushu, xiangqi, ju-jitsu, karate, 
kickboxing, kurash, muay, pencak 
silat, petanque, rowing, sepak 

takraw, shooting, chess, cycling, 
dancesports, esports, fencing, 
football (men, women, futsal), 
golf, gymnastics, handball and 
judo.

The mascot of the games is 
Sao La, inspired by saola –a rare 
mammal native to central Vietnam, 
The mascot was designed by Ngo 
Xuan Khoi. On the other hand, the 
emblem was designed by Hoang 
Xuan Hieu, which is inspired by 
the combined images of a dove 
and a human hand to create the 
“V” shape representing “victory” 
and “Vietnam.”

The motto for the 31st SEA 
Games is  “For  a  Stronger 
Southeast Asia” with the official 
theme song titled “Let’s Shine.”

Nikola Jokic of the Denver 
Nuggets

Nikola Jokic
repeats as
NBA MVP

Philippine Azkals lose to Myanmar 
after scoreless draw against Vietnam

Members of the Philippines Azkals U23 team celebrate after a 
scoreless draw with host Vietnam on Sunday.

LONDON -- Chelsea will be 
sold to a consortium fronted by 
Los Angeles Dodgers part-owner 
Todd Boehly, ending 19 years of 
ownership and lavish investment 
by Roman Abramovich until the 
Russian oligarch was sanctioned 
and forced to offload the English 
Premier League club over the war 
in Ukraine.

The sale price of 2.5 billion 
pounds ($3.1 billion) for the 
reigning Club World Cup winner 
and 2021 European champion 
is the most lucrative ever for 
a sports team worldwide but 
Abramovich cannot receive the 
proceeds, which he hopes will go 
to a foundation for the victims of 
the war.

A further 1.75 billion pounds 
($2.2 billion) has been committed 
to invest in Chelsea’s teams and 
stadiums after two months of 
rapid negotiations to sell the west 
London club since Russia invaded 
Ukraine.

After several rival bids were 
rejected, Chelsea said on Saturday 
that buyout terms were agreed 
with a consortium that features 
Boehly along with Dodgers 
principal owner Mark Walter, 
Swiss billionaire Hansjorg Wyss 
and funding from private equity 
firm Clearlake Capital.

The Premier League must 
approve  them as  the  new 
ownership and the government 
has to sign off under the terms of 
the license that allows Chelsea to 
continue operating as a business 
through May 31 while being one 
of Abramovich’s frozen assets.

Abramovich has said he would 
write off loans of more than 1.5 
billion pounds ($1.9 billion) 
to Chelsea but that has been 
complicated by the sanctions put 
in place by the British government 
as part of a crackdown on wealthy 
Russians with ties to President 
Vladimir Putin. Abramovich’s 
side positioned him as a potential 
peacemaker but that trail has gone 
silent publicly in recent weeks.

Carlos Alcaraz
Alcaraz stuns
Djokovic after
ousting Nadal

Chelsea FC
being sold 
to Dodgers
for $5.3B

HANOI - The Philippine 
national under-23 team took a 
stunning 3-2 loss to Myanmar 
on  Tuesday  in  the  men’s 
football competition at the 31st 
Southeast Asian Games at Viet 
Tri Stadium in Hanoi, Vietnam.

The Azkals U23 yielded 
two goals in the second half 
as Myanmar dealt a big blow 
to the Philippines’ hopes of 
advancing to the semifinals.

Riding high after dragging 
defending champion Vietnam to a 
scoreless draw two days ago, the 
Filipinos took a 2-1 lead at halftime 
courtesy of a Jovin Bedic brace.

B o t t o m  o f  F o r m
But the Azkals, who crushed 

Timor-Leste, failed to sustain 
their form as Lwin Moe Aung and 
Soe Moe Kyaw pushed Myanmar 
ahead early in the second half.

W i t h  t w o  v i c t o r i e s , 
Myanmar is in first place in 
Group A while the Philippines 
slipped to third. Only the top 
two teams will make the semis.

The Philippines figures in a key 
clash with Indonesia on Thursday.

The Azkals Under-23 squad 
began their campaign in the 31st 
Southeast Asian Games on a high 
note with a 4-0 rout of Timor-
Leste at Viet Tri on Friday.

Four different Filipino booters 

found the back of the net to take 
all three points in their Group A 
preliminary round contest.

A more aggressive Azkals side 
saw multiple scoring chances, 
with the first getting past Timor-
Leste’s keeper in the 11th minute.

Stephan Schrock delivered 
the ball at the right spot for a 
Christian Rontini header off a set 
piece to open the flood gates for 
the Philippines.

Though multiple chances were 
produced, including more than a 

couple of close calls, the Azkals 
could not double their lead until 
the halftime whistle.

But as the hour mark loomed, 
Schrock fashioned a great through 
ball past the defenders to Dennis 
Chung, who netted the Filipinos’ 
second goal of the match.

Jovin Bedic made it 3-nil in 
the 78th minute as he finally 
converted on a tough shot where 
he outclassed two defenders and 
the goalkeeper.


